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TO 

THE BELOVED FRIEND, 

WHO PARTICIPATBD IN 

THB BNJ0T1IBNT8, AND 8T1IPATHIZBD IN THB TRIALS^ 

OF A RBSIDBNCB IN INDIA: — 

RB8P0NDBD TO THB B1I0TI0N8 OF DBLIGHT 

BXCITED AMIDST THB UNRIVALLED HIMALAYAS : — 

AND PASSED THROUGH 

THB SCENES OF STARRING INTEREST AND PERIL, 

NOTICED BRIBFLT IN THESE PAGES, 

18 PRB8BMTBO, WITH MUCH AFFBOTIOIT, BY 

THE WRITER. 
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By the regular establishment of steam com- 
munication with India, the Overland route is 
deprived of a portion of the interest with which 
it was formerly invested. 

The Passage, briefly detailed in these pages 
from the writer's note book, if devoid of interest 
to the many, who have access to narratives of £u 
higher pretensions, may possibly be glanced at 
beyond the private circle for whom it is in- 
tended, by a few, personally concerned in the 
Red Sea navigation, who, like the writer, may 
be induced from considerations of health, to seek 
the only alternative which may offer, in the 
absence of a steam-ship. 

Parkt Blaciheath, 
4prt7Sl,1841. 
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UP THE RED SEA, 



DOWN THE NILE. 



DEPARTURE FROM BOMBAY. 

On arrival at Bombay, to our great disappoint- 
ment, all the accommodations in the steamer were 
engaged, with scarcely any hope of being able to 
secure a passage up the Red Sea on the next 
occasion. A sailing vessel having been adver- 
tised to proceed forthwith ; enquiries were set on 
foot relative to this ship, commanded by an Arab, 
and sailing under British colours. A Government 
survey having been held, and the customary report 
sent in, previous to her departure for Egjrpt with 
public stores, the necessary arrangements were 
made for proceeding in the good ship " Colonel 
Newall;'* the Arab agents stipulating to provide 
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U INDIAN OCEAN. 

US with a passage to Kosseer, with supplies of 
icood and water. Suitable provision for a six or 
seven weeks' voyage being made, Hindoosthanee 
servants dismissed, and a Portuguese cook engaged, 
we quitted the hospitable pavilion of our friends 
on the Esplanade, and at sunset sailed out of the 
harbour of Bombay on the 28th of January, 1839. 

After being a few days at sea, steering rather 
wildly before the N. E. monsoon, the region of 
gulls, grampuses, porpoises, and flying-fish was 
gained; and leisure was afforded to survey the new 
position in which we had rather unexpectedly 
become placed. 

The Nacoda and Maalim (captain and mate) 
show more attention to the theory of navigation 
than I was prepared to expect. With rather 
antique-looking quadrants, one by "Steel," the 
other still more ancient, the latitude is determined 
daily, with tolerable precision. The longitude is 
ascertained by dead reckoning ; the log hove every 
half hour, regulated by a sand-glass suspended 
near the wheel ; bells are struck, after the English 
fashion, by the Arab or Manilla steersman, and the 
courses at noon, marked off on an outline chart. 
The Nacoda is a good-looking, well-mannered 
Bushire Arab, who writes his log daily in neat 
Arabic. He knows enough of English numerals 
to enable him to make use of " Norie's Epitome " 
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INDIAN OCEAN. 3 

for the declination of the sun, &c. The decks 
have heen scraped and washed, the ship is kept 
clean, the Well sounded, and pumps kept going, 
when necessary, twice in the 24 hours ; the coal 
cargo requiring great care in this last particular. 
Something like order prevails, in the midst 
of much confusion. The Serang, or boatswain, 
and his mates, are hardy, intelligent, active men ; 
and the ship's company are a merry set of Abys- 
sinian, Zanguebar, and Portuguese negroes, of 
whom three or four are slaves. Great familiarity 
prevails among the respective classes, and the 
Nacoda's head Abyssinian bond-servant enjoys the 
full confidence of his master; stores, wardrobe, 
charts, and papers being under his control. He 
is a fine-looking, animated fellow, as playful as a 
kitten : first in the gambols and the dance, and 
foremost in the seaman's duty. 

SocoTORA, N. Lat. 12° 30'. E. Long. 54® 50'. 

At sunset, on the 7th of February, the island 
of Socotora was descried, exactly in the position 
which our Arab navigators expected to make it. 
Although known to but few Englishmen, our 
captain states that he ^^ Jum a character for nau* 
tical skill among Arab sailors." 

We sailed pleasantly along the N. side of the 
island, distant 14 or 15 miles. The land in this 
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4 INDIAN OCEAN. 

direction presents a rugged outline, whitened on 
tbe shore by patches of driven sand. The length 
of the island is about 90 miles. 

Abdool-kooree was seen at sunrise in the dis- 
tance. On tbe western extremity of Socotora a 
vertical section is presented, which beautifully 
exhibits the stratified character of tbe rocks. An 
undulating outline covered with verdure, finely 
contrasts with the volcanic features of the opposite 
side of the island. 

10th. The water is green to day, abounding in 
sea- weed and cylindrical-shaped medusae. Scarcely 
any wind. 

1 1 tb. " Ras Broom," high land on the Arabian 
coast, visible at sunset, distant 70 or 80 miles. 

12th. The coast just visible throughout the day, 
ship quite becalmed ! Sea covered with purple- 
coloured, delicate little gelatinous bodies of convex 
forms: skip-jacks and porpoises jumping and 
tumbling about. 

13th. Light E. airs, with a strong current 
setting towards the S. W. The African coast, in the 
direction of which we are drifting, visible at sunset. 

15th. P.M. Came in sight of Cape Aden, rising 
from the midst of the ocean like an island ; a deep 
inlet preventing the connecting land from being 
visible. At midnight, sailed past it with a light 
easterly air ; but so slowly, that I watched our 
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INDIAN OCEAN. 

progress along this barren coast with considerable 
interest, till the polar star pointed out our position 
to the westward of the point. 

16th. At day-break scarcely any wind. Aden, 
14 or 15 miles astern. A strong current setting in 
the direction of our course, within four or five 
miles of the bleak and rugged rocks, which form 
bold head-lands projecting into the ocean. 

About 30 Hajees, or pilgrims, from various 
quarters, are proceeding to Jeddah, gratuitously 
provided with accommodation on deck or amids^ 
the coal bags, by the owners of the vesseL The 
rise and setting of the sun usually brings the greater 
number to some open space, where they drop upon 
their knees and perform their ceremonial worship. 
Last evening a lovely glow spread over the horizon, 
as the evening star shone forth, and the faint 
crescent of the new moon was discovered in the 
heavens by our Moslem crew. The hour of prayer 
being proclaimed aloud, Arabs from Bushire, Bus- 
sorah, Muscat, Mocha, Jeddah and Mecca; negroes 
from Abyssinia, Sennar, and Zanguebar; Hajees 
from Candahar, Peshawur, Bookhara, and Chinese 
Tartary moved to the forecastle, and bowed with 
their faces towards the sacred Kaaba — the iomh of 
the false Prophet. More than ordinary solemnity was 
observed on this occasion, one of the grand festivals 
of the Koran. The assembled multitude responded 
b3 
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G INDIAN OCEAN. 

in a low melodious mummr to the leading note 
given by the presiding Moosulman, who was raised 
above his fellows by the circumstance of being 
bom in the pre-eminently holy city. The happy 
individual who draws the first breath in Mecca — 
whether male or female — is distinguished from all 
other Moslems, by deep scars upon the face. These 
incisions are made in early life, as badges of the 
highest honour ; and effectually secure to the for- 
tunate possessors, deference and respect from all 
true Moosulmans. 

17th. A heavy swell from the N, W. prevailed 
throughout the night, occasioning a very uneasy 
pitching motion of the ship, technically denomi- 
nated a ^*' ground gwell,** with scarcely a breath of 
wind from any quarter. Bottom was found on 
sounding at twenty-five fathoms. As day dawned, 
the lowering sky was filled with heavy black 
clouds, and a schooner and several buggaloes were 
descried rolling about the uneasy ocean. The sun 
remained hidden, as the day advanced, and ap- 
pearances indicated the prevalence of a Shumal 
(one of the northern blasts of these regions) within 
the Straits. As the threatening aspect continued, 
preparations were promptly made to meet the 
coming storm. The tipper yards and masts were 
sent down, and the ship got under " snug canvas," 
in a manner really creditable to the <;rew. The 
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INDIAN OCEAN. 7 

gale was violent but short, terminating the follow- 
ing day in a perfect calm. 

The bold promontory of Ras-ool-beer, on the 
African coast, loomed in the distance; in the 
direction of which, towards the curve of land to 
the south, a current was setting with great force. 
The thermometer 82°, or 83® Fahr. At daylight on 
the 19 th it was found that the ship had been carried 
out of her course, along the dangerous African shore; 
a light breeze providentially arose, and enabled us 
to pass the head-land, off which we lay for several 
hours in great suspense. The cluster of islands, called 
" The Brothers," near the entrance of the Straits 
of Bab-el-Mandeb (literally, the gate of tears) were 
afterwards passed with an increasing breeze. Cape 
Mandeb, — ^the bold promontory of the Arabian 
coast, called " Phanoos " by the Arabs, — on one 
side; and Perim Isle, or Mayoon, on the other, 
form the entrance to the Red Sea. A second 
passage farther to the westward, being occasionally 
used. 

1 9th. "With this fine southerly wind we entered 
the straits, and before sunset anchored in an open 
roadstead or bay, well-sheltered from the swell and 
winds of the Indian Ocean by the coast. The 
water was smooth, and anchorage excellent, in seven 
or eight fathoms. The channel here is two or 
three miles across, but a middle course is pursued 
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8 RED SEA. 

by navigators, to avoid the dangerous ree£s of 
rocks which run out from either side into the 
water. A couple of fine fish were soon caught by 
our clever Manilla gunner. 

20th. Weighed anchor at midnight, and stood 
on for Mocha under easy sail. P. M. passed the 
dangerous coral reef which lies S. of the roads, 
shoaling the water at one time suddenly from nine 
to four fathoms. The ship anchored in four and a 
half fathoms water, with forty fathoms of chain 
cable, distant from the town a mile and half, the 
white buildings of which presented a peculiarly 
dazzling brightness through the haze. 
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RED SEA. 

MOCHA. 

2 1 St. Feb, On stepping out of the boat this morn- 
ing, the Custom House, near the landing place, 
was observed to be well guarded by sturdy Egyp- 
tian soldiers, armed with muskets in good order. 
The red Fez cap worn by these troops, is the first 
thing which a traveller from the East notices in 
their appearance, unless, perhaps, the universal 
pipe, which, to the luxurious and indolent, equals 
the hookah of Bengal. 

At the "CoflFee Exchange" near the jetty, anew 
scene of Arab life was presented to view. Turks 
and Arabs were seated in various reclining atti- 
tudes upon long rustic couches, beneath a lofty 
building of the rudest structure, lined with coarse 
palm-mats. At the further end is a platform of 
masonry on which the interminable process of 
coffee boiling is carried on, for the benefit of all 
good moosulmans. The hot beverage is served 
out in tiny cups, '* neat as imported " from the 
adjacent hills. Curiosity led me to partake of the 
genuine " Mocha" at the fountain head, where an 
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10 BED SEA. 

ample supply is provided, by means of four or five 
furnaces furnished with appropriate vessels. The 
supply came fresh from the hands of the purveyor, 
and was appreciated accordingly. 

The house formerly occupied by the British 
Kesident is now the abode of Abdool Russool, who 
creditably fills the post of Agent for English 
interests. The ground-floor is used as a warehouse 
for cleaning, sorting, and packing up the finest 
kind of coffee. The second floor is reached by a 
rustic staircase, and by continuing up the pre- 
carious ascent, the top of the house ; from which, 
a picturesque view of the town and surrounding 
country is beheld. On looking into the courtyard 
below, I observed several groups of negroes from 
Ber-Ber and Abyssinia, with flocks of sheep from 
their respective countries. The Ber-Ber sheep are 
usually black and white, invested with a covering 
of soft fine hair, and, from the fat diffused generally 
under the skin, are remarkably soft to the touch. 
A long dew-lap hangs from the throat and chest 
in detached masses, and a round lump quivers 
upon the rump and tail. The mutton is considered 
to be excellent. The other flocks were of a brown 
colour, with a coarse hairy covering, having a 
more abundant deposition of fat about the pos- 
teriors, and consequently less graceful in appear- 
ance. In walking through the town, mules and 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MOCHA. 11 

asses of noble proportiotis were occasionally seen ; 
but such of the latter as were employed in carry- 
ing water to the jetty for the ship, were exceedingly 
diminutive. Women, principally negresses from 
the opposite coast, were employed in great numbers 
in carrying water from a well a mile or two out 
of town in large sheep-skins. These females were 
adorned with amber necklaces, but possessed few 
pretensions to symmetry of form, some having 
arrived at an enormous growth, with the super- 
addition of an exuberant development, not to be 
exceeded in Caffre-land. 

Young dates were suspended in fine bunches 
from the palms, but were not yet in season ; dried 
fruits and vegetables were however in tolerable 
abundance, so that our necessities were supplied. 
Fowls, Arab cheese, eggs, &c. were purchased 
from poor people who dwelt in the date groves, 
outside the waUs. 

The town stands upon madrepore rock on a 
sandy beach, behind which, at the distance of 
several miles, hills rise in successive ranges to- 
wards Senna ; but not a pebble was visible on 
the shore, which consists of coarse, sandy coral 
grit. The coral is used for building purposes; 
the stone chiefly employed in foundation-walls, 
&c., is a black ^scoria from the African coast. 
Some beautiful specimens of jet, from the moun- 
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tains of Senna, were brought to me, and a sin- 
gular oblong stone, said to be an intestinal con- 
cretion of a camel,* to which peculiar medicinal 
virtues were ascribed. 

MOCHA ROADS. 

22nd. Strong southerly wind, and clear weather. 
Our supplies of wood and water for the ship*s 
use being on board, I had hoped to be on our 
passage this morning; but from the short-sighted-^ 
ness and apathy of our Nacoda, the ship is still 
pitching at her anchorage, and the fine favourable 
breeze entirely lost ! This is a sad sacrifice. 
When calms, and foul winds prevail, the cry of 
the Arab is, " Nusseeb " (fate, or fortune). P. M. 
The gale continues. At sunset, the Nacoda with 
great difficulty reached the ship in a native boat, 
his own cutter in tow, the latter being unable to 
make head-way against the heavy sea and breeze. 
This valuable day has been lost through procras- 
tination, and some petty advantages of traffic. 

23rd. An attempt was made to get the ship 
under weigh at midnight; but this failing, the 
next effi)rt, at day-break, succeeded — ^not how- 

* Professor Owen, of the Eoyal College of Surgeons, 
has pronounced this specimen to be artificial. The high 
value attached to these substances creates a supplj of these 
spurious articles^ very difficult of detection, until analyzed. 
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ever without great difficulty, — from the violence of 
the wind. The object was then only attained, by 
passing the chain-cable itself around the capstan, 
the ordinary method not being effectual on this 
occasion. Pursuing a N. "W. course by compass, 
passed the Zeiger islands — a barren cluster — 
about noon. 

24th. The water was ocean-blue, and plenti- 
fully strewed with sea-weed, as we sailed near 
Jebul Tor, at day-break. This day is celebrated 
as an " Eeed," or festival, by Moosulmans, in 
commemoration of the annual visit to Maho- 
med's tomb at Mecca ; the " haj," or pilgrimage, 
having terminated yesterday. Our poor mistaken 
fellow- passengers of the Islam faith, will now have 
to wait a year, on their arrival at Jeddah, for the 
accomplishment of their purpose ; and when at- 
tained, what avails their fruitless enterprise ! 

27th. On the evening of the 24th the wind 
failed, after haviilg carried us much further on 
our voyage than could reasonably have been ex- 
pected. We have now reached the region of 
calms, and light adverse winds. A clear sky, 
and blue water filled with beautiful medusas — 
having a bright inner circle of a purple colour — 
preceded a heavy, distressing, rolling, and pitch- 
ing motion of the ship. Light southerly airs are 
now to be expected, whenever the prevailing 
c 
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northerly winds subside. A further exercise of 
patience is necessary, since our hope of reaching 
Jeddah is deferred. 

28th. The northerly winds increased during 
the night to a strong breeze. At day-break the 
Manilla gunner discovered the ^^ Rockingham 
Shoal," lying about a mile off, whilst at his de- 
Yotions, an event as providential as it was acci- 
dental. This dangerous reef of sunken rocks is 
in lat. 20° 15". The low land of the Arabian 
shore was soon after descried. As the adverse 
wind continued, with clear weather, indicative of 
no immediate change, it was deemed expedient 
to stand towards the coast, and look out for 
anchorage. As we approached the low, dark 
stripe of land — bleak and dreary, with a partial 
covering of sand — our Arab pilot took up a po- 
sition on the jib-boom end. In this commanding 
station he was enabled to discern the comparative 
depth of water, the bright green colour above 
and near the rocks and reefs, being strongly con- 
trasted with the surrounding ultra-marine. In 
this primitive way the ship was navigated through 
the most intricate channels, until a long ridge of 
black rocks arrested further progress. Between 
the projecting point and the main land, a little 
piece of still water was pointed out, as the 
" desired haven." I was standing upon the poop- 
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ladder, watching, with uo small anxiety, the re- 
sult of this experiment of practical seamanship — 
for no ^' lead " was trusted to on this occasion ! 
— when a mass of white coral rock caught my 
eye, immediately below the ship. The next mo- 
ment a grating sensation was perceptible, as the 
vessel grazed the rock. Happily no injury was 
sustained, and in a minute or two, the anchor 
was dropped within a few hundred yards of the 
rolling surges, in a place which affords shelter 
from the present wind. Even the most thought- 
less on board could but consider our escape from 
peril most providential. After dinner we rowed 
towards the shore through the surf, and over a 
flat surface of rocks, with just water enough to 
float the boat. A more dreary aspect than this 
line of coast presents can scarcely meet the eye. 
The low plain is covered with minute marine 
shells, the only scanty herbage consisting of a 
heather-like plant, and a stunted little shrub, 
bearing some resemblance to samphire, branching 
from a woody stem. A miserable dwarf accacia 
exhibited a few yellow blossoms without scent. 
The traces of camels and sheep, or deer, were left 
upon the sands, and a few yellow locusts were 
flying about ; at a distance of several miles across 
the plain, the mountamous country is visible. 
Land-crabs and shell-fish in great variety and 
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numbers, crawled about with much agility on the 
shore ; and fish in abundance were caught around 
the ship. 

March 1st. At sunrise we resumed our rather 
adventurous course, with a light northerly wind, 
succeeded by a calm and slight land-breeze. As 
this part of the coast is studded with reefs and 
shoals, it became no matter of surprise that we 
should shortly encounter difficulties, from which it 
would be no easy task to extricate our deeply 
laden ship. One of these formidable obstacles lay 
in our way, and from the direction of the wind, 
no reasonable expectation could be entertained of 
being able to pass it. Still the captain persevered, 
relying upon " Nusseeb," at the expense of com- 
mon sense. After two or three " escapes," reefs 
were now discovered running out upon the " lee- 
bow!*' The day was fast advancing: it was 
impossible to stand out to sea amidst the unseen 
perils which abound in this direction; breakers 
rose ^^ a-head," at no great distance ; anchorage 
there was none, according to our pilot's statement, 
on this side of the reef; to pass which was an 
impossibility — and it was now too late to retrace 
our steps ! ! All confidence in " Nearchus " was 
withdrawn; — the Nacoda, perplexed and indeci- 
sive ; and our steady, practical maalim, involved 
in doubt. A glance at the imperfect chart on 
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board, forcibly pointed out the danger of our 
situation. At this juncture some buggaloes passed 
by, crowded with Egyptian troops from Camfida; 
and subsequently, one laden with merchandize, in 
progress towards Jeddah. It was at length agreed 
that a boat should be sent to the latter, in the 
hope that information might be procured, or per- 
adventure a pilot gained, to aid us in our dilemma. 
The boat returned, bringing the gratifying news 
that the master was well known to our people, 
and would precede us, and point out an anchorage. 
Almost at the same time a trim little boat was 
observed " in shore," with which also a communi- 
cation was held : — it had on board one of the first 
pilots belonging to the port of Jeddah, who was 
returning from a vessel which had recently been 
wrecked upon the coast; he having proceeded 
thither for the purpose of recovering the property 
in the wreck. A negotiation was immediately 
set on foot with this invaluable person, whom 
Providence had so remarkably sent to our aid. 
To one unacquainted with the Arab character in 
general, but more particularly with the individual in 
command of our ship and cargo, it would scarcely 
be credited, that although, a few minutes before, a 
thousand dollars was not deemed exorbitant— now 
deliverance was at hand^ the moderate sum which 
custom has established for pilotage, should have 
c3 
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been refused! The imbecile conduct of the nacoda 
bore a strong contrast to the firmness and good 
sense of the maalim and boatswain ; the bold tone 
of the latter being very striking, when dangers 
threatened us on every side. The fine fellow 
came ^' aff upon the quarter deck, and in a voice 
that reverberated throughout, exclaimed, " What 
are you about ? — where are you conducting us ? — 
I tell you, Captain, that in five minutes your ship 
will be a wreck." 

The pilot was about to quit the ship, when I 
considered it my duty urgently to remonstrate 
with the vacillating commander, who had, with 
the chart spread out before him, admitted his 
inability to navigate the ship, — coupled with the 
declaration that " he had a woman's heart !" But 
for this interposition, there is reason to apprehend 
that the ship would have been left to her fate, in 
order to avoid the trifling sum of twenty or 
twenty-five dollars. " Speak wow?," said the in- 
trepid pilot, " or in the morning you may seek 
me, but ye shall not find me !** — The bargain was 
closed, and in a little time the vessel safely 
brought to anchor, through the skilful manage- 
ment of this practical man, who knew every bay 
and inlet among the reefs and on the coast. 
Two sharks were caught to-day, and forthwith 
cut .up by the crew for food. A fish of equal 
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Size, swam gracefully near the surface ; his high 
dorsal fin erect above the water. It was described 
as the "Unicom" fish, familiar to many of the 
sailors, in the sea about Muscat. A great variety 
of small fish, beautifully marked, rewarded the 
anglers of the ship. 



RAS MOHURRIM REEF. 

At 4, A.M., whilst looking down from the stern 
cabin window, as the moon shone brightly upon 
the water, the white coral rock beneath came 
clearly into view. In a few seconds the ship 
grazed upon it, as the anchor was being heaved 
up, producing the thrilling sensation well under- 
stood by those who have once felt it. The after 
part of the keel touched an isolated rock as the 
vessel swung. Around the bows, and elsewhere, 
three fathoms soundings were found. The ship stood 
away from the land with a light southerly breeze, 
steering N.W. by compass var. 1 2°, in the paral- 
lel of the " Cuvera " shoals — which, from the 
estimated position of the ship, ought to be in 
sight ; assuming them to be correctly laid down 
in Horsburgh's chart of the Red Sea. Our course 
lay between these and the '* Sophia " shoals ; but 
no vestige of the latter was discoverable either, 
unless a narrow reef four or five miles in length. 
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and another ^^ patch '' of rocks which we passed 
three hours afterwards, be identical with them. 

drd. No land in sight this morning. Wind 
against ns. Our clever, practical pilot pointed 
out the high land which lies between Jeddah and 
Mecca, as we approached the coast. The shoals, 
known by the name of ^^ Yemen "*and ^^ Sham " 
were afterwards seen, and well might we rejoice 
in having so well informed a person as the son of 
the *' Sirdar," or chief of all the pilots in Jeddah, — 
to conduct the ship through the intricacies of this 
part of the coast. 

The shoals take their denominations from their 
relative situation with regard to Arabia Felix and 
Damascus. The wind prevailing from the N. 
strong and steady, the ship waa steered towards 
an anchorage on the coast. On our approach, 
two or three buggaloes were seen in a small creek, 
sheltered by a reef of rocks, over which the surf 
was rolling fearfully. The pilot took us boldly 
towards this formidable barrier, the water re- 
maining blue, until the ship came within a cable's 
length or two of the rolling surges. ^' No sound- 
ings !" was vociferated, at each heave of the lead. 
" Sixteen \— fourteen fathoms I " and down went 
the anchor the next instant, in ten fathoms, with 
good holding ground. We are now informed that 
the place into which we were led by the ^' Mocha" 
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pilot, is notoriously dangerous, and not the verita- 
ble " Mursa Ajanib," as be had erroneously sup- 
posed. 

MURSU SUROOM. 

5th. A strong gale from N.N.W. all night : 
the ship, however, rode it out safely, with forty- 
five fathoms of chain cable. The terrible reef is 
very near to us on the E. — a shoal on the "W. — 
and, a few cables' length astern, the surf rolls 
heavily over reefs and shallows. During the 
night a leadsman was posted at the gangway to 
give notice of the drifting of the vessel, should 
this unhappily be the case. At daylight the wind 
moderated, and the buggaloes got under weigh. 
When our own anchor was nearly up, an accident 
occurred, which rendered it necessary, as the 
breeze had freshened, again to secure the ship. 
Abundance of fine-flavoured fish, as usual. 

6tli. Another attempt this morning to get the 
ship under weigh ; but, the anchor being entangled 
by the coral rock, it failed. From the difficulties 
by which we are surrounded, there seems scarcely 
a probability of being extricated until the wind 
comes round to a particular quarter. In this un- 
certainty we may be detained an indefinite period; 
I have, therefore, after much consideration, de- 
cided on proceeding with my family, if practicable, 
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across the desert to Jeddah. Having formed this 
resolution, in order to avoid all farther anxious 
suspense regarding our present precarious situation, 
it now became necessary to make overtures to 
some tribe of Bedoueen Arabs, for a safe escort. 
A message was accordingly sent to a fisherman on 
the coast, who soon imparted the necessary in- 
formation to some of the wanderers, descried 
through our glasses, '^ few and far between," scat- 
tered over the distant plain with their straggling 
camels. In due time one of the head men came 
on board, and being seated, entered regularly into 
the discussion with the pilot, — Maalim, and a 
respectable Cambay merchant, who was desirous 
of uniting with our party. After what had been 
witnessed and experienced on board, niy chief 
desire was to effect the land journey, almost 
regardless of the terms of the bargain; it was 
therefore not a little amusing to see the negotiators 
so intent on a point which involved at most but 
two or three dollars. It was at length agreed 
that for seven we were to be transported, with the 
requisite baggage, to Jiddvh as it is pronounced — 
a distance of about thirty miles. At 4, p.m., the 
ship's boat conveyed us through an opening be- 
tween the "breakers," over an inner sheet of 
water, which covers a considerable extent of level 
coral rock, to the shore. The " Buddoo" Arabs, 
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true to their promise, had assembled in consider- 
able numbers above the beach, with camels, pack- 
sadcQes, &c., for the journey; and instantly on 
our landing began to load the animals. Our 
cafila, consisting of fourteen or fifteen laden camels, 
was in readiness by sunset, and being fastened 
head and tail together, moved forwards in single 
file, — the fierce-^looking, well armed attendants 
walking by the side. Thus equipped, we cheer- 
fully committed ourselves, under the good provi- 
dence of God, to our right trusty friends. The 
night was cold, the stars shone brightly, and the 
wind swept over the desert, not a little discom- 
posing the carefully arranged litter, in which Mrs. 
C. was seated. One of the steadiest camels was 
selected for the female traveller, but happening to 
be tall, its long wearying step occasioned a rolling, 
jerking motion to the platform perched above, 
which converted it into anything but a " bed of 
roses." Cloaks, shawls, and blankets fluttered in 
the wind, as we journeyed through the trackless 
desert, listening to the short bursts of boisterous 
melody uttered by the Arab boys. My own 
position on the packages was most uncomfortable, 
and although tired and sleepy, relief was frequently 
sought, by a long walk on the sandy plain. At 
length morning dawned upon the grey walls of the 
city, and new associations filled the mind, as the 
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distant mountains caught the first gleams of the 
rising sun. 

Several of the pilgrims took advantage of our 
cavalcade, as pedestrian travellers, sharing with us 
the splendours of an Arabian sky at midnight, 
under guidance of the friendly pole-starv Once 
or twice in the silence of the night, the report of 
fire-arms startled those who slumbered : — at in- 
tervals the barking of a dog was heard, and then 
came the crowing of the cocks, from the low 
black tents pitched upon the plain, faintly dis- 
cernible in the lifting east. Water-carriers busily 
employed in piling up skins, filled with the 
precious beverage, upon their camels for market, 
next appeared ; and by the time we reached the 
miserable, ragged dwellings of the nomade tribes 
which overspread the outskirts of the city, the 
whole horizon was covered with a blaze of sun- 
light. An accumulation of ofiensive refuse lay 
under the walls, in the vicinity of a cofFee-shed 
leading to the Yemen gate, by which we entered. 
A traveller, with his little "all" of goods and 
chattels essential to present comfort, can under- 
stand something of the dismay with which one 
of the awkward camels was seen to break from 
the file and run oflP at a trot through the crowded 
thoroughfare. Fortunately the archway of the 
entrance opposed the rapid progress of the strag- 
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gler, at the expense only of a few trifling fractures. 
Orientals, in endless variety of flowing costume, 
were assembled in full divan, to enjoy their pipe 
and coffee in a large " Gow-wa," — as these places 
of concourse are called; and women, attired in 
veils of white, and blue, and black, walking in 
yellow leather boots to screen their feet from 
public gaze, presented new and pleasing features 
of the costume of this country. One of these fair 
daughters of the haram, on coming suddenly upon 
our cafila, exclaimed with astonishment, as she 
beheld her European sister entering the city from 
the desert, "Ha! Hajee !" Not doubting, but 
that a lady perched upon a camel, and wearing a 
black lace veil, must of necessity have been per- 
forming the sacred duty of visiting her prophet's 
tomb at Mecca ! 
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JEDDUH. 

March Tib. — As total strangers in this densely 
crowded place, our camel drivers were directed to 
conduct us to the British Consulate, where, 
although our visit was as unexpected aa if we had 
dropped from the clouds, Mr. Ogilvie promptly 
and kindly provided for our accommodation. 
Whilst seated in the Divan, at breakfast, the sad 
spectacle was presented of a large "Egypima ship, 
just wrecked upon a rock at the entrance of the 
harbour. The vessel struck yesterday, and sank 
during the night, her upper masts only being 
visible above the water's edge from the balcony 
of this house. Minute guns were fired throughout 
the night, and it must have been these mournful 
signals of distress which fell upon our ears occa- 
sionally as we came along. The ship was laden 
with com for the Pacha's troops. 

As the large dilapidated building, honoured by 
the inngnia of the royal arms above the spacious 
portal, did not admit of accommodation for a lady, 
although accustomed to contrivances of every kind. 
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the Consul most obligiDgly procured convenient 
apartments for us in the town. A French gentle- 
man in the Pacha's service kindly appropriated a 
room or two to our use in the house of his brother, 
who, as chief of the Medical Staff of this division 
of the army, had just left home, on a tour of in- 
spection. A refreshing night's rest, and a comfort- 
able breakfast brought by the Arab servants of 
the Consul, almost banished from our thoughts 
the privations of the last few days, but did not 
obliterate, I trust, a grateful recollection of the 
providential goodness we have so abundantly ex- 
perienced. Jedduh, the chief port on the Arabian 
coast, is invested with great importance from its 
proximity to Mecca. The Governor's house, and 
some other buildings, occupy considerable space, 
and, with the rude ornamental carving in wood 
about the large doorway of the basement story, 
balconies and lattices, assume a picturesque ap- 
pearance. The edifices are constructed of madre- 
pore rock. An air of activity and bustle prevails 
in the streets, which are crowded vrith soldiers. 
Its harbour contains seven or eight ships, vdth 
buggaloes in great numbers, and the neat, large, 
well-stocked bazaar is filled with Turks, Arabs, 
Greeks, and Indians, engaged in business or plea- 
sure ; besides Hs^ees vdthout number. The coffee 
divans are numerous, and exhibit a gay and 
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amusing spectacle. Camels laden with water are 
every where met with; and a solitary ostrich 
stalked ahout in privileged security : — but dogs ! 
never surely did such a snarling, yelping progeny 
abound elsewhere. It would seem that the curs 
form the same estimate of " Frank" intruders as 
their sedate Moslem masters. 

Whilst at dinner yesterday, the bluff port-cap- 
tain — an Algerine Turk — called and amused us 
with his attempts at English jocularity. To him 
is entrusted the administration of Turkish justice, 
and in his relentless hands the bastinado does not 
lie idle. All persons in the streets without a lan- 
tern, after the hour of eight in the evening, come 
under the surveillance of this formidable personage ! 

10th. — The Nacoda came yesterday to announce 
the arrival of the ship, a light breeze having enabled 
the pilot to clear the reefs. All hope of the Bom- 
bay steamer touching at this place on its way to 
Suez being now at an end, we were glad to make 
preparations for re-embarkation. The chain cable 
of the vessel, it appears, was entangled around the 
coral rock ; the anchor at the time lying in good 
ground. These points were ascertained by the 
pilot, whose avocations in early life as an expert 
diver, in search of submarine plants, &c. along the 
shores of these seas, enabled him satisfactorily to 
determine. It is not improbable that the ship 
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would have been driven upon the adjacent reefe, 
but for the supposed adverse circumstance of the 
cable becoming " foul." 

A Turkish Bey, belonging to the Pacha's army, 
dined at the Consul's table to day, but so coarse 
were the intemperate habits o£ this huge Moslem 
despot, as to prevent his re-appearance in the 
Divan. To our dismay we have learnt that he is 
to be our fellow-passenger to Kosseer. On going 
on board in the evening, he and his suite had 
established themselves in the adjoining stem ca- 
bin! 

12th. — Jedduh harbour. Having been eye- 
witness to the most disgusting and revolting scenes 
on board, I resolved unhesitatmgly, that unless this 
repulsive personage were forthwith removed, my 
fiamily should quit the ship. To this effect I 
addressed the British representative, fully relying 
on his gentlemanly feeling and firmness of cha- 
racter, for effectual support. My letter was con- 
veyed to the Governor in divan, who had just 
summarily disposed of the previous case, by an 
infliction of corporal punishment. The rough old 
post-captain, and Hajee-oodowluh, a mild gentle- 
manly person, high in the confidence of Govern- 
ment, accompanied Mr. Ogilvie to the ship. The 
object of this visit was to hold a conference with 
me — to obviate objections — over-rule difficulties, 
D 3 
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and avoid the necessity, if possible, of an active 
interference. A respectable Turk, proceeding from 
Mecca to Constantinople, had been previously 
appointed by the Governor to superintend the 
unmanageable Bey ; and assurances without 
number were given, that in future every possible 
care would be taken that the greatest propriety 
should be observed, and that nothing should occur 
to disturb the harmony of the voyage. I had 
%een the gross conduct of the individual — wit- 
nessed his absolute controul over his attendant 
slaves — observed their dread of his authority 
when under habitual intoxication — the fear in 
which every Arab officer of the ship stood, before 
him ; and consequently contemplated with great 
apprehension the results which must inevitably 
follow the reckless manner in which lamps, pipes, 
and paper lanterns were carried about the ship 
by his thoughtless people. My plans were there- 
fore deliberately formed, and no arguments or 
entreaties were allowed to alter my fixed deter- 
mination. At the conclusion of the conference it 
was therefore decided, that Ibrahim Bey should 
be put on board one of the buggaloes lying in 
harbour and conveyed to his destination. 

Through the energetic interposition of Mr. Ogilvie^ 
H. B. M. Vice Consul, the afiair was brought to 
a successful termination, and on the 14th, horses> 
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servants, and luggage were removed into the native 
vessel provided by the authorities to convey the 
Turk to Egypt, whither he has been recalled by 
the Pacha, from the military post lately held by 
him in Yemen. 

A day or two ago Mr. C, astronomer to the 
Rajah of Tanjore put into Jedduh, having been- 
driven back by adverse winds from the vicinity of 
Yambo, in his little schooner bound to Kosseer. 
The voyage across the Indian Ocean was eflfected 
without difl&culty; but during the past month, 
the elegant little barque has been driven like a 
feather before the Red-Sea blasts. Happily, the 
splendid charts of the latest survey were in Mr. 
C.'s possession. The prospects of our deeply 
laden ship, deprived of the advantages of science 
which he enjoyed, might with reason be con- 
sidered by this gentleman as far from favourable. 
Indeed his opinion was, that we should never 
reach our destined port. 

By the prompt exertions of the shipping, under 
directions of the Governor, the wreck at the en- 
trance of the harbour has been raised, and the 
cargo of com removed to the large square ad- 
jacent to the consulate and government house; 
where the damaged grain is spread out to dry. I 
could not but indulge fears for the health of 
the population, on seeing this large quantity 
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of vegetable matter, partially decomposed, sub- 
jected to the influence of a powerful sun. And 
although Arabs were stationed over it, pilgrims, 
beggars, and knavish boys helped themselves 
freely, for the purpose of satisfying their hunger. 
Great credit is due to the Algerine harbour-master 
and the pilots of the port, for the mechanical 
dexterity evinced in raising the wreck from her 
coral bed by means of two large ships, so placed, 
as to admit of the application of the requisite 
moving power. 

March 15th. — At sunrise our ship was got 
under weigh, and, aided by a couple of boats, 
succeeded in passing the first narrow channel. It 
being a perfect calm, some anxiety was felt 
relative to the remaining intricate channel formed 
by the dangerous reefs which give security to the 
harbour of Jedduh. These passages are so narrow, 
as to bear no inapt resemblance to '^ Dock 
entrances" for shipping ; and so great is the diffi- 
culty attending this critical navigation, that on the 
danger being passed, a salute is fired by the 
ship, and responded to from the fort on shore, on 
all occasions. A smart active pilot being on 
board, we soon got into blue water, with a light 
fitvourable breeze ; but from the already advanced 
season, could not fail to entertain discouraging 
views as to the remaining portion of the voyage. 
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16th. — The capture of a shark to-day, supplied 
the sailors with amusement and a hearty dii^ner. 
An opportunity was afforded of observing th6 v^oit 
tractile power of the heart attached to a small por- 
tion of the aorta, as it lay upon the deck, for more 
than half an hour after it had been separated from 
the fish. The pulsatory action was slow and 
regular, and strikingly illustrative of the vital ac- 
tion familiarly known to all physiologists, 

A buggaloe, crowded with Persians chiefly, 
who had performed their haj, passed us in progress 
toward Muscat. A few Hajees are proceeding 
with us to Egypt, one of whom, with a dis- 
tinctive scar upon his cheek, is proceeding to- 
" Stamboul," for the purpose of reading and ex- 
pounding the " Koran Shureef." A young Italian 
physician, expatriated from the Papal States, and 
recently in the service of the Pacha, is also our 
fellow passenger, accompanied by a playful little 
Abyssinian slave child, whom he pets and fondles 
like a tame gazelle. The kind-hearted doctor 
purchased her in the bazaar, from motives of 
compassion : — still it may be feared, that liberty 
and happiness are far off, innocent and playful 
though she be, in the morning of her captivity. 

19th — Passed near the shoal of Has Hateba 
yesterday — " Light airs" — " swell" " lee- way " 
— '* variation," and "bad steerage:" — no very 
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favourable indications ! Although the winds are 
adverse, the weather is very fine; and climate 
exceedingly pleasant. 

20th — A dark lowering sky, with variable 
weather prevailed yesterday. The deep blue 
water was studded with sea-anemones like daisies. 
Medusse and holothurise, with their delicate pen- 
dulous appendages, floated past the ship: land 
birds flitted around, attracted doubtless by insects 
borne by the dense atmosphere ; a large locust, 
exhausted in its flight, rested on the surface of the 
water ; and a quail was on the wing about the 
rigging. 

21st — Clouds, driven along by opposite currents 
through the air, preceded a heavy sea ; which was 
in its turn followed by a brisk adverse gale. The 
land about Jebul Soobuh coming in sight, the 
Nacoda resolved on anchoring for the night, in- 
tending the next morning to run into Yambo. 
The pilot conducted the ship very cleverly through 
the reefs and shoab which lie so thickly on this 
part of the coast, and finding a spot which he 
considered favourable, directed the anchor to be 
dropped. The ship however was not brought up ! 
The chain cable was " veered away," but all to no 
purpose, and the vessel was fast drifting upon 
a shoal. A second anchor was '^ let go,'' which 
happily secured the ship, within a cable's length 
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f)f one shoal on the *^ starboard beam," another 
close upon the '^ larboard quarter," with the black 
barren, rocky coast, over which breakers were 
rolling furiously, about a mile astern ! — the wind 
at the same time blowing violently in the direction 
of the shore ! This second anchor, at my urgent 
request, was prepared for an emergency; and 
had scarcely been in readiness many minutes, ere 
the extremity actually arrived. The wind came 
round to the W. at sunset, but blew a strong gale 
from N.W. throughout the night. The name 
of our anchorage is '^ Mursa Sagee," adjacent 
to some low hills rising from the dreary plain 
which extends to the mountains of Budroo 
Hunain. The wreck of a buggaloe lies ominously 
on the rocks close by, and the whole line of coast 
presents an aspect of savage desolation. About 
4000 troops in the Pacha's service are established 
at Yambo, Medina, &c. for the protection of these 
cities, and the surrounding country; but so 
fiercely is the retributive warfare carried on in this 
vicinity, although not more than thirty miles 
distant from the first-named garrison, that all 
hope of a compromise between the Egyptian 
soldiers, and the wild Buddoo Arabs of the desert, 
is at present abandoned. In the extension of the 
Pacha's temporary conquests in the vicinity, great 
cruelty was practised towards the families of the 
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Arabs; to avenge which a most determined 
hostility is carried on, wherever detachments are 
fallen in with; — the mountain fastnesses never 
failing to insure impunity to the native tribes, 
against the most formidable opposing parties. 

During the whole of the 22nd the gale con- 
tinued with great fury, varying between N.W. 
and W, So universal was the apprehension that 
the ship could not ride at single anchor in her 
perilous position, that when a loud clank was 
heard near the forecastle, a simultaneous rush was 
made in that direction, by captain, pilot, passengers 
and crew — each entertaining a silent dread that 
one fatal link had snapped ! The strain was 
fearful upon the cable, but most providentially 
the alarm was groundless. A small bent anchor, 
which I had previously been told was useless^ was 
thrown out on this critical emergency, and in this 
state of dreadful suspense, with the breakers 
lashing the rocks around us, we remained until 
the wind abated. Whilst the elements were 
raging, a solitary Arab moved stealthily along the 
coast, scanning with eagle eye the progress of 
the storm; and then a '^^mo/^. traveller" on a 
dromedary, with one attendant, would pass heed- 
lessly along the shore, with the same furtive object 
dexterously concealed. The prey, however, was 
not within their grasp — and it is not one of the 
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least of our deliyerances, that we were spared the 
horrors of shipwreck on this inhospitable coast. 

At sunrise on the 2drd a light air from the NE. 
admitted of the ship being got under weigh, but 
by noon the wind increased to an adverse gale. 
Anchorage was again sought in 10 fathoms outside 
a cluster of reefs, and in an unsheltered situation. 
The ground was fortunately good; but the ship 
pitched deeply from the heavy sea. 



MURSU ULBUTHUH. 

24th. — Another attempt at progress was made 
this morning with success equal to the preceding 
day. After threading a maze of reefs, the fresh 
breeze from N. obliged us to stand in again for 
the land. A piece of clear, smooth water, like a 
lake, being pointed out as our anchorage, within 
the reefs. Into this tranquil spot the ship was 
steered, through a passage barely sufficient for it 
to pass with safety. Such is the navigation of the 
Red Sea Coasts. ITtese dangers, it is true, might 
be avoided by standing farther out ; but such is 
the fury of the northern blasts, at the present 
season, that a vessel, heavily laden like our own, 
would inevitably be driven from her course, with 
no hope of recovering the loss. Our anchor- 
age, "Ul Mugatat," derives its name from the 

£ 
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numerous shoals in this vicinity ; the land being 
cut up, as it were, into numerous fragments. 

Some difficulty occurred in getting the ship out 
of her snug harbour; but our clev« pilot — whose 
practical acquaintance with the coasts between 
Jedduh and the ports to the north, was gained 
whilst prosecuting his vocation as a diver with his 
father — ultimately succeeded in clearing the 
dangers. The dark, tough marine plants sought 
on these occasions, are in great demand among the 
turners of the bazaars, for the purpose of being 
wrought into beads used in Moslem ceremonials. 

On leaving the anchorage, a large '^hammer- 
headed shark'' passed near the ship. In several 
places along the coast, lately, fish in great variety 
have been caught, some as remarkable for their 
diversified and brilliant hues, as for their excellent 
flavour. 
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25th — A light N.E. breeze enabled ub, on getting 
under weigh this morning, to pass the shoals, and 
proceed slowly towards Yambo, ten or twelve 
miles distant. The town, fort, windmills, and 
buggaloes in the harbour, appeared so distinctly 
through the mirage above the sandy plain which 
intervened, as to induce a belief that these objects 
were within a mile or two. The bright morning 
sun occasioned this optical illusion. The breeze, 
which had freshened into a gale by 3 p.m. obliged 
us to give up all the advantage we had gained, and 
although only four or five miles from our port, the 
sea, having risen considerably, rendered a return 
to our yesterday's anchorage necessary. 

Our patience has been further tried by two days' 
detention at ^^ Ul Mugatat" during the prevalence 
of the equinoctial gales, but we have ridden in 
safety in the midst of danger. Providence has 
Offain favoured us, under circumstances in which 
we have been placed by apathy and ignorance. 
Whilst in this still water, crustaceous fish in 
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great numbers and variety have been caught 
among the corallines, and with them, the sea slug, 
held by the Chinese in such high request. 

27th. — Another eflFort to reach the port in 
view, with the wind light and fair; but, at the 
critical moment of passing through the narrow 
passage which forms the only egress from our 
"Mill pond" — the reef on either side within a 
ship's length — the bright coral shining through 
the pale green water underneath : it suddenly 
became a perfect calm ! One small boat was sent 
a-head with a rope attached to the bow of our 
heavy, unmanageable vessel, in the hope of 
rendering some slight assistance. The breathless 
suspense with which the next few minutes were 
passed, can be imagined only by persons placed in 
situations somewhat similar. Almost imper- 
ceptibly, the ship at length moved on. And, 
this difficulty past, " Yiimbu ' as the town is 
called, was steadily approached. The aspect of 
this place — about forty miles from " Medina" — 
is less inviting on a nearer view. The buildings 
are constructed of madrepore and other corallines, 
and consist of low flat-roofed places, in the midst 
of which, close to the water's edge, stands the 
Governor s house, distinguished above all others by 
an upper story. Walls, greatly dilapidated in some 
places surround the town; from the centre of 
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which, a minaret rises in the humblest style of ar- 
chitecture. Some squat- looking windmills with 
eight sails, give a singular effect to the aspect. 

The harbour, once attained, must be very secure. 
It is approached through an inlet nearly a mile in 
length, with an extended sheet of green trans- 
lucent water spreading out on either side. This 
smooth flat rock is covered by the sea a foot or 
two in depth, for a considerable distance, and it 
is from the bright snn gleaming over the even 
surface of white coral, thinly overspread with 
water, that hues so exceedingly beautiful are 
produced. A picturesque range of mountains 
terminates the distant landscape. The native 
vessels in great numbers lie close under the walls 
of the town, and our ship is anchored near 
them. 

29th. A light favourable breeze would have 
enabled us to prosecute our voyage, but for the 
resolve of the nacoda to send down to Sagee, in 
the hope of recovering the lost anchor : after the 
customary indecision and delay, a boat having on 
board an expert diver was despatched. I pro- 
ceeded this morning to pay my respects to the 
Governor, accompanied by the nacoda. This 
functionary resides in a rude coral habitation 
which overlooks the harbour, access to which is 
obtained through a stable and two or three narrow 
e3 
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winding passages. The audience chamber is on 
the upper story, in which seats were provided for 
us near the wall, opposite to the Effendi, who sat 
in his divan in the balcony ; another official person, 
filling the second post of honour. After the usual 
formal pause, cofifee was handed round ; but the 
compliment of pipes was withheld, so that my 
anxiety not to give offence in declining the ex- 
pected courtesy was unnecessary. On the long 
cherry-tree stick, with amber mouth-piece, being 
handed to the little great man, we rose and retired, 
no inducement being afforded to prolong the dis- 
agreeable visit. The com of Egjrpt is landed at 
this port in great abundance, for the supply of the 
Pacha's troops employed in this part of Arabia. 
Yast heaps of wheat, barley, beans, and other 
grain, were piled up in the area of the open square 
adjacent to the wharf, no sJielter being requisite 
in this land of drought and barrenness. The 
bazaars and coffee divans were crowded to excess 
with soldiers, armed heavily with cumbrous swords 
and pistols : the latter sticking portentously and 
prominently in their ample girdles. Here, for the 
first time, the maimed soldier-peasantry of Egypt 
were presented to our view in varied degrees of 
mutilation. In consequence of the great influx of 
Hajees on their way home, supplies of all kinds have 
become extravagantly dear, and water — always 
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scarce — ^at the present time in very great demand. 
At sunrise this morning a multitude of camels were 
congregated near the Medina gate, laden with 
vegetables and water, brought from favoured situa- 
tions in the desert ; the value of which may be 
estimated by reflecting on the fact, that not a tree, 
or single blade of grass, and scarcely a solitary 
marine plant or shrub, is to be seen over the surface 
of the bare coral rock which forms an extended 
plateau, elevated a few feet above the pale green 
expanse of water, bounded in the distance by the 
^^ dark blue sea." The tidal currents on this coast 
must be, materially influenced by the prevailing 
winds, but from appearances during our detention 
in this harbour, an opinion might be entertained, 
that the waters are almost stationary. Neither 
sand nor mud is deposited on the shore. A great 
many buggaloes, crowded with pilgrims, have en- 
tered the port ; eight or ten of which sailed this 
morning for Kosseer with a fair wind, whilst we 
have been most culpably detained. The Turks 
who have accomplished the great object of visiting 
the prophet's tomb, throng these vessels so as to 
leave no part unoccupied; cradles and cots are 
suspended over the sides and stem, containing 
grave-looking parties clad in gay attire, surrounded 
by vegetables, water-skins, and uteuEols for cook- 
ing by the way. So seriously are many of them 
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incommoded, that they would willingly pay largely 
for better accommodation. 

About twenty-five Hajees offered an induce- 
ment to our captain too great to be resisted ; our 
decks were consequently soon overspread with 
carpets; and groups, of the most picturesque 
description, took up their respective places in the 
midst of kegs and skins of water, dates, onions, 
swords, and pistols. An Effendi, and some wealthy 
merchants occupied the afterpart of the poop, and 
although sufficient space for pacing the deck was 
eventually secured, the quiet but incessant move- 
ments connected with cooking, coffee, and inter- 
minable smoking, invaded in no trifling degree the 
convenience of our cabin. 

The weather has been oppressively warm lately^ 
with a cloudy, hazy atmosphere, occasioning a 
distressing effect upon the eyes — more painful 
than the brightest sunshine : so dazzling is the 
^' glare " arising from innumerable white particles 
which reflect the light in all directions. 

April 1st. A shumal which lasted five or nx 
hours yesterday, produced a favourable change in 
the air. The arrival of a Greek merchant from 
Cairo, with stores, and a French gentleman con- 
nected with a scientific party proceeding to Abys- 
synia, are events of some interest to us to-day. 

The people returned after an unsuccessful attenapi 
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to find the anchor. The diver reports, that after 
striking the rock in twelve or thirteen fathoms, it 
must have fallen into a chasm, at least twenty- 
five fathoms below the surface. 

3d. A fair wind this morning, and the nacoda, 
the pilot, with nearly all the petty officers and 
crew on shore ! At my request the flag was 
hoisted by the maalim, in the hope of drawing 
attention to the ship, but so completely were these 
Arab sailors absorbed in the disposal of their china 
cups and cotton turbans, &c. in the bazaar, that 
past difficulties and dangers, and all thought of 
the ship, are totally lost sight of ! Unable to view 
this unpardonable sacrifice of time and opportunity 
with indifference, I proceeded on shore, accom- 
panied by the chief officer, with a determination, 
if possible, to rally our scattere4 forces. The 
nacoda was found in the bazaar, quite ignorant of 
the auspicious breeze, and two of the principal 
petty officers were busily employed in retailing 
paltry earthenware, as unconcerned about the ship 
as though it were undergoing repairs in dock. 
This more than ordinary culpability induced me 
to tell them plainly that if all did not repair imme- 
diately on board, I should, as a matter of duty, 
officially inform the Consul at Jeddah of their 
inexcusable delay. By adopting this decided 
course, the object was attained, but not until after 
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much personal exertion, and a little scornful oppo- 
sition from an Arab and a Caffre, who appeared 
indignant at being so strenuously urged to quit 
their dates and coffee. With more noise and con- 
fusion than usual, the ship was got under weigh, 
but too late after all, to clear the harbour, ere the 
eyening shades set in. 

4th. With a fair breeze this morning, we sailed 
from Yambo, no slight cause for rejoicing, after the 
sad procrastination to which we have been sub- 
jected. The heat of the weather increases rapidly. 
Water being so scarce and expensive in the bazaar, 
no additional supply was taken in by our improvi-> 
dent captain. We arQ now therefore at sea, upon 
" short allowance," in great uncertainty as to the 
duration of the remainder of the voyage, — no op- 
portunity of procuring another supply, — and with 
the strongest probability of being called to endure 
great privations. Many Turks were admitted on 
board, without any provision for the voyage, 
against which my remonstrances were loud and 
strong. A promise^ which I knew to be utterly 
valueless, was all that could be gained in answer. 

7th. Occasional adverse winds retard the ship, 
which, however, must brave the fury of the 
breeze, amidst all her disadvantages, rather than 
that its safety should be jeopardied with a single 
anchor, excepting under extreme emergency. Wo 
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hear no reasoning in 'cases of difficulty, nor are 
precautionary measures usually taken — ^the Moslim 
creed of our Arab people providing abundantly 
for every possible contingency. "Nusseeb" is 
alwa3r8 on the lips — " my destiny ! " " XJUuh 
kurreera"— " God is kind ! "—and " In-shaUah " 
— " please God ! " — suffice for all occasions. Al- 
though used often with gravity and apparent 
seriousness, these are notoriously conventional 
expressions, destitute of meaning. As we ap- 
proached the Nubian coast, the bold headland 
near Berenice stood out prominently at sunset. 

dth. With light northerly winds, and an ad- 
verse current, we seldom exceed twenty miles a- 
day in the right direction, but a gentle air from 
the S. last evening raised our hopes of being at 
Kosseer to-day. The sun descended in a lovely 
sky, shedding around his radiant glories with 
unusual splendour. The northern quarter was 
illumined by a glow of bumisihed brightness — one 
slender dotted line of cloud passing horizontally 
through the dear expanse. The dew fell abun- 
dantly, as we sat upon the deck watching the 
vessel in her silent progress with emotions of un- 
usual pleasure. Past difficulties and dangers 
were associated in our minds, with present tran- 
quillity and hope for the morrow. Our hearts 
were filled with thankfulness and joy, and in this 
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frame we retired to rest. An hour or two after 
midnight, the shrill hissing of a sudden blast, in a 
moment dispelled the pleasing illusion of the 
evening. A '^ shumdl " whistled through the 
rigging — ^increasing to a gale — and the most fore- 
boding apprehensions at once rushed into the 
mind. Our scanty supply of water was rapidly 
diminishing, and the port — almost within sight — 
was now beyond our reach ! The ship was made 
to groan under a heavy press of canvass, in the 
faint hope of being able to reach our destination 
in the morning. But when land appeared through 
the haze, it was discovered that we had been 
driven a few miles to leeward. The wind in- 
creased — and night closed gloomily upon us, as 
the ship again stood out to sea. 

This night proved very tempestuous — the 
plunging of the ship amidst the seas, which rose 
in a short space of time to an unusually great 
height, was very distressing; and to this ^^ labour- 
ing" of the ship, under unskilful management, 
may be added the gloomy stroke of the pumps at 
short intervals throughout the night, rendered 
necessary by the straining of the ship. It was a 
season not to be forgotten. A storm in vrinter off 
the Cape, in a large, well-appointed ship, conveys 
no idea of the state of an Arab ship, crowded 
with Turkish passengers, and driven by a hurri- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TAMBO. 49 

cane in the Red Sea ! Confusion and misery are 
the only terms applicable here. " Ullah ! Ullah !" 
was the cry throughout the livelong night ; and 
**He" who stilled the tempest on the Lake of 
Gennesaret, graciously sent deliverance to us, — 
for, as the morning dawned, the storm abated. 
The day cleared up, and although we had been 
driven much out of our course, secure anchorage 
was at length attained, although in a spot totally 
destitute of water, vegetation, or population, 
thirty miles below Kosseer, upon the Nubian 
coast. 

Having at length reached a place of safety, a 
desire was naturally felt to follow up our advan- 
tages by quitting the ship, — a procedure rendered 
urgent by the supply of water on board being 
reduced to the scantiest provision for two or three 
days only. Our respectable Turkish fellow- 
passengers entered into our views of endeavouring 
to procure assistance from Kosseer. Two or three 
of the hajees were accordingly induced, by a 
liberal present, to undertake a journey through 
the desert with letters to the Arab agent, request- 
ing a supply of water and camels for the march. 
The nacoda consented to this arrangement, and at the 
same time ordered eight or ten camel-loads of water 
for the ship ; hopes were therefore indulged 
that ere many days we should be traversing the 
p 
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Nubian sands. The haven of Troombee, in which 
we are anchored, is protected from the N. winds 
by a reef, and the ground is good, in twelve or 
thirteen fathoms. The country is barren, but less 
rugged than the Arabian coast, having rather a 
rounded outline — a succession of low hills lying 
in parallel ranges. A few shrubs of a stunted 
character are the only indications of vegetatioii 
which meet the eye. 

Much to our annoyance, the nacoda evinces a 
strong objection to our leaving his vessel at this 
place, and is, with much cunning and duplicity, 
endeavouring to hinder our disembarkation. So 
determined does he appear, most unjustifiably, to 
detain us on board, that our position can scarcely 
be considered otherwise than restrained. This 
indefensible and arbitrary conduct, combined with 
a painful degree of vacillation, indecision and in^ 
firmity of purpose, have so effectually deprived 
him of all claim to confidence and respect, that 
any amount of privation and fatigue in the desert 
would be considered trifling in comparison of the 
risk and imcertainty attending the remainder of 
the voyage. The man affected to consider that 
he is bound by the terms of his agreement, to 
land us at Kosseer — ^so he vrishes it to be under- 
stood — but the real ground of apprehension is, 
that his interests will be injured by our premature 
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departure. With much subtlety and perverseness 
he thus defeated our intentions ; and, contrary to 
all former practice, when the wind subsided, in the 
evening^ began to get the ship under weigh. In 
this attempt he was frustrated, by the Turks 
assembling in a body round the capstan in the 
darkness of the night, and peremptorily demanding 
that the ship should not be moved before the 
morning ! The poor Arab contended feebly that 
it was an English ship, and not a buggalo, but 
forthwith yielded to the stern and clamorous 
mandate of the indignant hajees, headed by the 
efiendi. Thus was our captain necessitated, in 
turn, to submit to that tyranny which he had 
practised towards others. 

13th. The ship got under weigh with the land 
breeze this morning, but a calm soon afterwards 
prevailed. Our anxiety for the termination of 
the voyage increased with the hourly decreasing 
supply of water ; and another shumdl was 
dreaded with increasing intensity and fury. 

1 4th. To-day gradual progress has been made, 
and our pilot states that the bold hills before us 
mark the land about Kosseer. At an early hour 
this morning, whilst examining the distant objects 
along the coast with a telescope, the harbour, 
buildings, and surrounding hills were rendered 
visible by the extraordinary refractive powers of 
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the atmosphere. This optical effect, however, 
was apparent to no one but myself. But my 
detailed description of the little bay, &c., answered 
so fully to the character of the place as to satisfy 
the pilot of the fact. Although I had seen no ac- 
count whatever of the anchorage, no doubt was left 
upon my mind of its identity By ten o'clock 
the vapours were dispelled under the influence of 
a powerful sun, and harbour, buildings, &c., 
vanished ! The whole phenomenon was very 
striking. Mountains and hills were distorted into 
the most fantastic shapes, yet amidst this diversity 
of outline, the illusive mirage presented here and 
there an object elevated into a false position, but 
not so much perverted as to preclude a tolerable 
conjecture as to its real nature.* As the evening 
drew on, a group of mountains, ten or twelve miles 
further distant, was spoken of! In this state 
of uncertainty, a little schooner was descried 
under the land, which, on a nearer approach, we 
hoped could be no other than the friendly 
" Petrel." With much difficulty our perverse 
nacoda was prevailed upon to hoist the British 

* Subsequent inspection of the site and public buildings 
afford convincing proof that the morning scene was a real- 
ity, notwithstanding the remarkable fact that no vestige of 
the place was seen throughout the day, nor even in the 
evening, when the ship was actually off the harbour ! 
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ensign as a signal of our desire to hold communi- 
cation. The result was highly satisfactory. On 
*' hailing" the officer in charge of the vessel, and 
enquiring if '^ he expected to reach Kosseer to- 
night ?" the reply was that ** we should not, if 
we continued on our present course," — which was 
in the direction of a point eight or ten miles ofP, — 
assuring us at the same moment that the destined 
port was close at hand ! ! The sun was just set- 
ting, and such was the effect of the evening rays, 
that although not more than four or five miles 
distant, not a vestige of the little town or harbour 
was discernible through the haze which overhung 
them. 

The scene which followed this announcement is 
beyond description. A farious war of words be- 
tween the captain and pilot followed, which soon 
involved other Arabs, and terminated in blows. 
An hour elapsed ere any one would conduct the 
navigation of the ship : — ^the pilot's fury having 
subsided into sullen silence ; and the captain's 
ardor to obtain the signatures of the efPendi and 
ourselves, to a protest drawn up in Persian, 
against the former, — into indifference and acknow- 
ledged incapacity to conduct the vessel into port ! 
As the ship was actually off Kosseer, although 
darkness had by this time overspread the sky, it 
became » matter of urgent necessity to stand 
f3 
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boldly on for the anchorage. The mate coincided 
in this opinion, in opposition to the timid course 
now recommended by others ; and, as threatening 
indications of a storm appeared, his advice pre- 
vailed. A light was hung out at the jib-boom 
end, which to* our joy was responded to soon 
afterwards, by the authorities on shore. Other 
lights now rose to view: — ^boats with lanterns 
began to move about, then became stationary to 
buoy off the shoal which runs across the harbour, 
so as to admit of the ship being piloted in with 
safety. Between nine and ten o'clock the anchor- 
age was gained ; and a delightful confidence of 
security was enjoyed, after the perils and anxieties 
of our protracted voyage. The hand of Providence 
was especially manifested in the appearance of the 
little schooner ; our arrival in port that evening 
— and perhaps at all — ^resulting from this seeming 
contingency. Arabs, Turks, and Christians, were 
equally impressed with this conviction; and all 
united in the feeling of gratitude to the Almighty 
for our safe arrival on the Egyptian shore. 
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KOSSEER AND THE DESERT. 

15th April. — An official announcement was made 
to ns last night, that the ship is placed in quaran- 
tine, in consequence of the great mortality which 
has prevailed amongst the pilgrims at Mecca and 
Jedduh, since our departure from the latter! 
Against this Turk-like decision, it appears there 
is no appeal. Tents haying heen pitched upon the * 
sands at the head of the Bay of Kosseer, our party 
was disemharked this morning. The accommo- 
dation is miserable indeed to travellers from the 
East ; yet, with all the inconveniences attending 
our location on the plain, amidst volumes of dust 
and other disadvantages, the transition is delight- 
ful. 

19th. — The quarantine is established under in- 
structions from the Pacha of Egypt. Our Turk- 
ish fellow-passengers form a most picturesque en- 
campment, near our own hill-tents ; and hundreds 
of Hajees, disembarked yesterday from buggaloes, 
are hourly making accessions to the group. We 
are thus doomed to an eight days' actual restraint, 
within a nominal enclosure, whilst an uninter- 
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rupted communication is permitted between onr 
camp, the town bazaar, and the Buddoo Arabs of 
the adjacent plain! Under the present absurd 
arrangements, without medical superintendence or 
any consistent precautionary measures, all the 
evils, without any of the benefits of a sanatory 
cordon, have been inflicted on our party. The 
Italian physician who accompanied us from Jedduh, 
and myself, have made representations to the Go- 
vernor of the healthy state of our party, but with^ 
out avail : the term of our detention being irrever- 
sible. 

Kosseer, with its humble dwellings, is situated 
on the northern side of the Bay, which forms a 
commodious harbour for shipping. A sandy plain 
extends from the head of the bay towards the 
mountains of the Desert. To the N. and S. low 
ridges, composed of large pebbles of primary rocks 
extend, without the semblance of a blade of vege« 
tation — not even a weed between the crevices. A 
few date-plants, enclosed by a mud wall, form the 
sole exception to a universal blank in vegetable 
nature here. 

The water obtained from the dreary waste— 
upon which the Arabs have pitched their black 
and tattered tents in our vicinity •^is exceedingly 
bitter. 

It ought to be mentioned that the shuroal, of 
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Tvkich such fearful apprehensions were entertained^ 
came on with great yiolenoe on the morning of the 
15th, Our danger of shipwreck, therefore, was 
most imminent. The temperature of the air since 
the gale, is so cool in our little tent as to make. 
Ei^ropean clothing necessary. 

20th. By the favourahle computation adopted 
by the authorities here, our eight days of quaran- 
tine confinement were made to cease to-day. It 
haying been intimated to us by S3aid Mahomed 
Hoosein, the British Agent, that a visit to the 
Governor would be acceptable, we mounted the 
mules and asses, provided for the occasion, and 
forthwith paid our respects. Mrs. C. was invited 
into the interior apartments, and was kindly and 
courteously entertained, an interesting young lady, 
the daughter, with much grace and delicacy, pre- 
senting with her own hand the sweetmeats and 
other offerings. The politeness and general de- 
portment of the Governor afforded a strong contrast 
to the incivility of the petty functionary invested 
with authority at Yambo. 

Whilst we rejoiced in our liberty, our Turkish 
companions were detained until the following day; 
when suitable presents were expected to be given 
to the subordinate officers — perhaps to others — by 
each returning pilgrim from the shrine of Mecca. 

Through the agency of the good-natured and 
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obliging Syud, a couple of Arab servants were 
provided ; one of whom, being an active, intelli- 
gent fellow, soon selected the requifflte number of 
camels for our journey through the Desert. Bemg 
equipped with a small hill-tent, and provided vnth 
an ample supply of excellent water, which we 
brought with us in bottles from Bombay, and fur- 
nished with a donkey, the cafila was set in motion. 

It is fortunate that we did not quit the ship at 
Mursa Troombee, and undertake the march across 
the Nubian sands to Kosseer, as the supplies of 
water and other necessaries, which had been de- 
spatched by Muhamed Hosseen for our use, were 
not taken thither, the Arabs having discovered that 
the vessel had left the anchorage and the coast. 

The sandy Bay upon which the town of Kosseer 
stands, was at one period covered by the adjacent 
sea, as is evident from the extended coral plain 
which lies immediately below the surface.* A 
table-land, consisting of the water-worn stones 
from primary rocks, previously noticed, rises on 
the nurth and south sides of the Bay to the height 
of fifteen or twenty feet. The Desert is entered 
on the west by a narrow valley, bounded on the 
south by basaltic rocks, through which a small 
stream of black and bitter water pursues its slug- 

• The elevation of this part of the coast is a very interest- 
ing feature in a geological point of view. 
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gish course. A little further on the journey, a 
white marly hill, prettily stratified and studded 
with layers of small flints, comes into notice. 

After four hours' travelling, the halting-place of 
Beer-Inglees was hailed by our party with general 
satisfaction. The camels turned off from the road 
towards the appointed halting place, and antici- 
pated their driver s mandate, by promptly kneeling 
down to be disburthened of their loads. A gather- 
ing soon took place around the well of brackish 
water, after the fashion of the Ishmaelites and 
Edomites of old. 

A long, fatiguing march of twelve hours brought 
us to " Moilee," where a scanty supply of saline 
water was with difficulty discovered, at the bottom 
of two small cavities, denominated wells ; in the 
vicinity of which, the rocks rise almost precipitously 
on each side of a broad and even road. At Wadee- 
ool-Ghush five and a half hours further, there are 
wells of most excellent water : the road hither 
lying over the same admirable ground, and being 
from 50 to 150 feet in width, and as level as 
Macadam could have made it. The rocks through 
which this water rises are of breccia, but the pre- 
vailing character is shale or friable clay-slate, 
associated with trap. On leaving Wadee, or 
Wahid-ool-Ghush, the path lies across the hills over 
a pass, and is changed into a sandy plain, with 
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hills at irregular distances on either side, nntil 
within a few miles of Legajtee — fourteen hours. 
Here, an extended stony plain spreads out hefove 
the eye — not ordinary gravel — but consisting 
solely of smooth roimd stones, arranged over the 
wide expanse with the regularity of a paved courts- 
yard. Not a trace of vegetation could be seen in 
any quarter. 

In this boundless waste was witnessed that 
strange and peculiar phenomenon, of seendng 
abundance of water in the Desert. With the 
full conviction that no such supply could pos- 
sibly be at hand, it was difficult to resist the 
illusive Impression on the sense of sight, that 
floods of water lay most invitingly before us in 
the distant prospect. On enquiring of Mahumed 
as we crossed the arid tract, at noon, whether the 
cool element were not really glittering in the dis- 
tant lake ? he promptly replied, " It is Skdtdn I *' 
not merely an illusion, but the deceiver! Our 
practised eyes could not distinguish any difference 
between the appearance now presented, and the 
expanded surface of clear water which prevails 
over many parts of India, in the rainy season* 
But the *' deceiver," fled as we approached, and 
rose up in the same tantalizing form, on the ground 
we had passed over. Shortly after this magical 
effect had taken place, another "child of the desert" 
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rose before us, in the appearance of a column of 
dust ascending yertically in the air, like smoke 
from a furnace, and sweeping with great rapidity 
over the parched plain, soon afterwards succeeded 
by others of a similar description. These phe- 
nomena were very striking, from their magnitude, 
and the suddenness with which they sprang into 
existence and disappeared. Supplies in abundance 
were provided for us at Legaytee, by an Arabj 
who occupied a rude stone hovel, and the eggs 
and milk were fresh and good. In seven hours 
and a half we reached Hajazee, on the confines of 
the Desert, whence a further march of eight hours 
and a half, with the valley of the Nile before us, 
took us to our halting place at Thebes. Thus 
we reached the banks of the Nile in less than 
three days after our departure from the shores of 
the Red Sea; an unusually expeditious journey 
across the Desert with a lady in the party, — from 
five to six days being generally required for the 
purpose. As we slowly paced over the embank- 
ment, or elevated causeway, which for ages has 
restrained the overflowing waters in this direction, 
the force of the wind made it difficult to keep up 
any shelter from the sun and dust. A glimpse of 
the distant Nile, through the hazy atmosphere, 
and view of the majestic fragments of Karnac, 
standing out in unrivalled grandeur in the western 
a 
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sky, were most refreshing, on emerging from the 
Desert; but so furious was the wind on our arrival 
at Luxor, that it was impossible to pitch our tent 
upon the sandy plain. An Arab came towards 
ns with the acceptable intelligence that temporary 
accommodation might be found among the adjacent 
ruins. We repaired accordingly to a miserable 
loft, which had been constructed above the massive 
columns which extend towards the river, thankful 
for a hovel in which to find partial protection from 
the fury of the sand-storm. 

The rich wheat harvest was being gathered in 
as we approached the Nile, and truly astonishing 
did the crops appear to us which waved over the 
fertile valley. In order to get through the Desert 
as quickly as possible, we travelled throughout the 
night, and partly during the day, halting at the 
following places for two or three hours, the dis- 
tance between them being computed by time, viz. 
Beer Inglees 4 hours. Water brackish. 

Moilee 12 do. bad. 

Wadee-ool-Ghush 5 J do. excellent. 

do. brackish. 

do. very good. 

do. the Nile ! 



Leygatee 


14 


Hajazee 


7k 


Luxor 


H 
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THEBES. 

The rude apartments in which we are accom- 
modated, are raised upon the majestic columns of 
the temple on the margin of the river — the stu- 
pendous masses of stone which formed the ancient 
quay, even to the present time, resisting to a cer- 
tain extent the encroachments of the Nile. 

The modern village of Luxor stands in the 
midst of obelisks, colossal statues, and enormous 
colonnades ; and presents a most striking contrast 
with these wonderful monuments of ancient 
Egypt 

A sketch of the grand pediment, which fronts 
the river, was made by Mrs. C, with a glance at 
the Memnonium on the other side, through the 
mighty shafts, half hidden by the drifted sands. 

The extensive ruins of Kamac, once connected 
with Luxor by an avenue of Sphinxes, vestiges of 
which still remain, is about two miles distant, over 
a sandy plain. Twelve principal entrances, with 
their respective propyla and colossal gateways, lead 
to the Grand Temple, near to which is the prodigious 
hall of a hundred and thirty-foiur columns, from 
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twenty-six to thirty-four feet in circnmferenoe, 
and of corresponding height. 

The Adytum, consisting of smaller enclosures 
constructed with huge blocks and slabs of granite, 
— prostrate pillars, obelisks and statues, shattered 
and erect, overwhelm the mind with thoughts in 
connection with this, the most extensive and 
ancient extant temple in the world. 

An attempt has been made to-day to take a 
sketch of the lofty gateway and adjacent massive 
elevations, but no delineation can convey a correct 
impression of these vestiges of an age and people 
coeval with the Pharaohs. 

At the moment of noting down these memo- 
randa, I am seated in the midst of a forest of 
colossal pillars which once supported the roof of 
this enormous hall, whose lofty walls are embel- 
lished with hieroglyphics and monuments of Egyp- 
tian history, sacred and profane, in wonderful 
preservation. The graphic outlines traced upon 
the ponderous masses with such exquisite skill, 
and proportion so amazing, appear as perfect 
almost as when fresh from the artist's hand ; and 
so vivid are the tints which decorate the gigantic 
columns, as to render it difficult to believe the 
fact of so many centuries having rolled away since 
this noble fane adorned the '^ City of a hundred 
Gates." 
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Tlie great gateway, its mysterious symbols still 
80 beautifully distinct upon the lofty portals— 
especially the striking emblem of the '' Globe and 
Winged Serpent" — are seen to great advantage 
from one of the adjacent sphinxes. What emo- 
tions crowd upon the mind on contemplating 
these Yestiges of ancient Egyptian splendour! 
The ninetieth Psalm waS very appropriate on 
this impressive occasion. A succession of ideas 
spring up, and a retrospective glance is afforded 
of the Ptolemies, the Pharaohs, and Patriarchs 
of old — Joseph and his Brethren — Moses and 
the Israelitish Host; with the wonders wrought 
in the land of Egypt, and the mighty over- 
throw of the oppressors of the chosen people 
in the depths of the Red Sea. It would seem 
impossible to look upon monuments like these, 
so full of the '^ principles of things" set forth 
in shadowy outline, but inseparably associated 
with sacred and eternal truths, in the mind 
of every one who bows to the authority of 
Revelation, without feelings of a hallowed na- 
ture. The winged emblem of eternity seizes upon 
the mind;— and whilst meditating with silent 
emotion on the idea suggested by the symbol. He 
who made all the learning and wisdom of the 
Egyptians subservient to his purposes of mercy to 
G 3 
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mankind, becomes at once the theme of contem- 
plation, and the object of grateful adoration.* 

From the rooms we occupy upon the ruins of 
Luxor, a fine view is afforded of the Memnonium 
on the opposite side of the Nile. Although the 
sun is warm, we have been enabled without in- 
convenience to spend our time in the midst of the 
interesting ruins of Kamac, where the luxury of 
a water-melon was increased by the refreshing 
shade cast by the broad masses of the roofless 
hall. To estimate this simple fruit aright, Arabia 
and Egypt should certainly be visited; neither 
in India nor China is the flavour equal to that of 
the fine products of these burning deserts. 

The abundance and cheapness of vegetables, 
and provisions generally, could not fail to be 
noticed ; yet wretchedness and misery seemed to be 
the portion of the native population. Most pain- 
ful was it to notice the melancholy fact, that 
every boy or growing youth met on the sands, or 
in the bazaar, was mutilated, in order to secure 
exemption from compulsory military service. The 

* *' Sgypt, the most ancient enslaver of God's people 
for aboat an hundred years, has been already more than 
two thousand years in the basest servitude to Chaldeans, 
Persians, Greeks, Romans, Saracens, and at last to Mame- 
luke and Turkish slaves I" — Brown on Ezekiel, chap. zzz. ; 
which, with the preceding chapter, contains affecting 
denunciations against this remarkable land and people. 
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unhappy parents (frequently the mother) deprive 
the child in in&ncy of a thumb or finger, the 
permanent front teeth, and very often of an eye ! 

Having taken our boat across the Nile, and 
directed our donkeys to be in readiness at day- 
break on the opposite bank, we set off on an 
expedition to the Tombs of the Kings, and can« 
tered over the Desert tov^rds the rocky defiles 
which conduct to the royal mausoleum in the 
recesses of the mountains, observing the precau- 
tion of not entering these sterile regions unpro- 
vided with a bottle of water and a wheaten cake. 
Nearly two hours were absorbed in our trip to 
these wonderful abodes of the mighty dead, from 
the ruggedness of the latter portion of the road. 
Belzoni's views, and the many other sketches, 
now everywhere available, present correct repre- 
sentations of these catacombs in the limestone 
mountain. We entered four of them, the royal 
receptacle of course attracting our chief attention. 
The great extent of the shaft, the number, size, 
and ornamental decoration of the chambers, with 
their fresh appearance, vivid colouring, and innu- 
merable hieroglyphics, combine to invest it with 
an indescribable interest. As one of the square 
calcareous pillars at the entrance of the apartment 
-^-which once contained the sarcophagus of ala- 
baster — had fallen, a few fragments were picked up 
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from the floor, and retained as specimens of this 
venerated spot. It is to be feared an eager 
curiosity not unfrequently impels English travel- 
lers, above all others, to practices of unwarrant- 
able mutilation. Proofs of this barbarous taste 
are visible in Egypt ; and probably the wild 
Arab of the Desert, who stood at the mouth of 
the shaft as we emerged, considered the small 
painted fragments of the broken column in our 
hands as additional evidences of Goth-like demo- 
lition. An attempt was made to resist our de- 
parture, with loud vociferations and threatening 
demonstrations, unless the little bits of painted 
rock were left behind. He assumed the office of 
protector of the tombs, and wished it to be under- 
stood, that without his permission we should not 
proceed. We, however, steadily moved on, in 
utter disregard of the brandishing of his spear. 
Finding that we were not to be intimidated, he 
descended from his lofty pretensions, and begged 
to be allowed to carry the stones. This being 
also declined, an attempt was made to obtain by 
cringing subserviency that which his warlike atti- 
tude failed to accomplish. Our donkeys were 
now put in requisition, for a ride over the plain 
to the vocal statues, — those gigantic monuments 
which have interested so many successive ages. 
But the orb of day had shed his first morning 
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beams upon them ere we arrived, and they sat, in 
mute magnificence in the Desert, as much the 
admiration of the trayeller of the present day, as 
the wonder of those of old, who approached 
them under the influence of feelings sanctioned by 
the mystery and moral darkness of their age. 

The colossal remains of the royal residence of 
Madinet Aboo next attracted our attention, not 
far distant. Even after Kamac, these extraordi- 
nary vestiges of antiquity impress the mind most 
forcibly. The lofty colonnade of such amazing 
proportions, which surround the court ; the granite 
roof, with gilded stars, studding the bright ceru- 
lean ceiling, as it were indelibly impressed ; the 
bold and beautifully executed figures in enamel 
on the walls of the interior ; and the battle-scenes 
inscribed upon the extensive walls without, can 
never be forgotten by any one, who has stood in 
the midst of these stupendous ruins. 

The Memnonium, as the noble ruin has been 
denominated from the colossal statue near, was our 
next point. The astonishing proportions of these 
huge blocks of syenite, still remain objects of ad- 
miratioD, even in their prostrate condition. Every 
one who visits Thebes, pauses before them, vainly 
endeavouring to imagine how such enormous masses 
could have been transported and erected ; and is 
equally at a loss to conceive by what mode the 
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statue of Memnon could have been destroyed. 
With a little assistance, Mrs. C. was enabled to 
climb upon the chest, which measures in circum- 
ference across the shoulders upwards of sixty feet. 
Our refreshing water-melons proved again most 
acceptable, as we sat under the columns of the 
building, surrounded by innumerable fragments 
full of the deepest interest. The comparatively 
modem accumulations of sun-dried bricks, — re- 
mains of houses occupied by Roman, and perhaps 
Grecian colonists, — contrast strikingly with the 
architectural features around. These dwellings of 
baked clay are exceedingly durable under the arid 
skies of Upper Egypt, and whether once inhabited 
by these colonists, or Copts, present to the tra- 
veller of the present day an impressive lesson on 
the mutability of nations, and the instability of 
human power and greatness. How remarkable 
the evidence here afforded of whole dynasties 
having been swept away within the periods which 
these records of early antiquity embrace, and 
down to the present time; when the wandering 
Arab, with ruthless avarice presents for sale the 
sacred relics which he has relentlessly plundered 
from the adjacent catacombs. A thrifty trade 
is driven by the wily Arabs, in ancient coins 
of modem manufacture, cast, it is reported, 
by an ingenious European, who scniples not to 
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descend to these dishonourable practices in antici- 
pation of the demand for antiquities, to be made 
by inexperienced travellers. So prevalent is the 
custom now of exposing spurious coins and sea- 
rabssi for sale, that genuine productions are 
-with difficulty procured. Native collectors ought 
generally to be avoided, and enquiries set on foot 
amongst the less sophisticated labourers and chil- 
dren of the villages, who may occasionally pick 
up articles of great interest and value. 

On quitting these most attractive scenes, at 
sun-set, we embarked on board the Kanjah, and 
descended the Nile by the light of a beautiful 
moon. As the boat glided smoothly down the 
tranquil water, every thing invited to calm and 
thoughtful recollections of the past few days. 

At noon on the 27th, our little bark was secured 
in the midst of a fleet of dirty, ricketty boats, off 
the active, bustling little port of Ghennah ; the 
modem emporium of Upper Egypt. From the 
great influx of Hajees on the banks of the river, 
it was apparent that advantage would be taken 
by the boat-men, of this contingency, to double the 
hire of a conveyance to Cairo. In addition to the 
crowds of pilgrims from Mecca, by the river side, 
the melancholy and distressing spectacle was first 
observed, of numbers of Abyssinian slaves, thickly 
stowed on board an open boat, in progress from 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



72 DOWN THE NILE. 

Assouan to Lower Egypt. No time was lost in 
communicating with the respectahle Arah agent 
for British interests in this neighhourhood; through 
whose efforts our little Kanjdi was secured, at an 
unusually high price. A very summary proceeding 
occurred before our eyes, in the progress of this 
transaction. In papng the customary half-hire 
to the Rais, a trifling balance due on the voyage 
.down from Luxor had been omitted, when, with- 
out explanation, he threw a handful of gold piastre 
pieces indignantly upon the sands. Our smart, 
active servant, Muhumed, was seen to catch up the 
offender by direction of the agent, who, being 
invested with special criminal jurisdiction, directed 
the bastinado to be administered with freedom. 
On being released, the blustering Rais became 
suddenly submissive, and proceeded with his ordi- 
nary occupation. The cause of this prompt inflic- 
tion was not at first comprehended by us; but the 
mystery was solved when the Arab agent begged 
to know if the punishment had been administered 
to our satisfaction ! '* By no means," was the reply ; 
no intention having existed on our part to avenge 
the momentary ebullition of the boatmen's temper 
by any such proceeding. Our situation in the 
midst of noise and confusion, occasioned by the 
embarkation of our Turkish fellow voyagers, was 
fjEu: from pleasant; the whole of Sunday, much to 
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our discomfort and regret, passed amidst this 
turmoil. In the evening, as we walked through 
the corn-fields on the banks of the river, a polite 
invitation was sent by the Hakim, a judge of the 
district, to enter his house, near which we passed. 
As it might not appear courteous in us to decline 
the proffered hospitality of our Turkish friend, we 
assented, and were forthwith conducted into a 
large, lofty, and almost unfurnished hall, which 
had been recently fitted up by one of the French 
adventurers in the Pasha's service, in a sort of 
Franco-Egyptian style, with out pretensions to either 
elegance or taste. On the appearance of the 
Hakim, fruit, fresh and dried preserves, &c. were 
brought in. The water-melon, cut up into small 
pieces medicated with copious libations of ardent 
spirit, was the favorite with our host, and whilst 
recommending it to our notice by his encomiums 
and practice, he urged the strong argument of his 
obsequious physician's opinion in its favour. The 
fine fruit, however, required no additional flavour, 
in our estimation. During the repast some musi- 
cians were introduced, who performed a few 
Turkish and Egyptian airs, concluding with a 
grand flourish of European martial music, accord- 
ing to oriental notions — a kind of ludicrous parody 
on some old English " march." 
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DENDERA, 

AND VOYAGE DOWN THE NILE. 

On the morning of the 29th, by moonlight, we 
crossed over from Ghenah to the opposite side of 
the river, where we quitted our boat, and walked 
across the plain to the Temple of Dendera, amidst 
the ruins of which, we passed a little time most 
delightfully. The approach to this massive ruin 
presents a most impressive sight, an object fit 
for contemplation — not description. One paces 
through the noble vestibule in silent admiration. 
The whole interior — shafts with their imposing 
capitals — walls, roof, and every sur£Eice adorned 
with exquisite decorations in perfect style of 
art and colouring. After passing through mys- 
terious chambers, — from which every ray of 
light is most carefully excluded, — and long dark 
galleries whose walls are covered to profusion 
with hieroglyphic-figures, &c., of large propor- 
tions, and microscopic size, we returned to our 
boat, full of astonishment at the further displays 
which we had witnessed of ancient Egyptian 
magnificence and splendour. 
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The passage down the river afterwards was 
yery pleasant, winding through groves of date 
and palm trees, with the mountain back-ground 
varying at every turn. The pastoral character of 
the country forms an interesting feature ; flocks 
and herds grazed along the banks, which slope 
downwards to the bright clear water; tufks of 
rushes stand out near the margin of. the ver- 
dant bank, contributing to the richness of the 
landscape. 

Having possessed many opportunities of seeing 
the dreary tracts of sand deposited by some of 
the large rivers of India, — sailed near the rocky 
mountains which frown along the shores of the 
Red Sea, — and subsequently journeyed through the 
sterile defiles of the Desert, we are in a favour- 
able position to appreciate this lovely scenery of 
the Nile. 

On reaching Girgeh we were prevented from 
visiting the celebrated convent of Coptic Chris- 
tians. The wind being in our favour, we denied 
ourselves this gratification, and submitted also to 
a little personal inconvenience for want of fresh 
supplies, rather than afford our ignorant boatmen 
an excuse for loitering away this propitious sea- 
son in the bazaar. 

A sudden blast from the N. W., within an 
hour, arrested further progress, enveloped us in a 
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dense cloud of sand, and drove us for shelter be- 
neath a hot, high bank, where we divided our 
cool water-melon with the innumerable flies 
which still infest the land of Egypt. 

From a contrast, we now come to a comparison 
with the rivers of the East, and could not fail to 
eall to recollection the hot winds of April or 
May, whilst tracking up the Ganges in a 
budgerow. 

Availing ourselves of a favourable change, the 
route was in a few hours continued. The night 
being bright and clear, our people lazily sat at 
their oars, alternately eating and sleeping, as we 
glided down the stream, until suddenly arrested 
by an impeding sand- bank, an occurrence not at 
all unfrequent. 

May 1st. On accompanpng the Rais to the 
market of a large village, which was passed this 
morning, the cheapness of provisions appeared 
striking. Sixteen fine wheaten cakes were pur- 
chased for a piastre, about 2^(i., and excellent 
mutton at half a piastre per " ruttul,^' equal to 
about a pound ; finest water-melons half a piastre 
each, and thirty eggs for this little coin — five for 
a single farthing ! 

In our course down the Nile parties, may be 
seen at intervals crossing over in ferry-boats. In 
some places wheat is still standing, quite ready 
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for the sickle ; at others, the com is gathered in, 
and piled up into ricks, or l3ring on the hanks in 
heaps mixed with the chaff. The threshing was 
accomplished in one place hy means of a sledge 
drawn over the heap hy a couple of oxen. Gene- 
ral activity prevails among the people ; and the 
operations connected with agriculture appear less 
slovenly conducted than in Hindoost'han. In 
one of the numerous boats which passed, were 
half-a-dozen winnowing-machines, made after the 
English models, of course belonging to the Pasha. 
The rich scenery of the banks, with the constantly 
changing mountains in the distance, and cattle 
grazing and standing at the waters edge, con- 
tinues still to interest us greatly. The clumps of 
date-trees are very fine, and the peculiar branch- 
ing Egyptian palm, works up beautifully in the 
picture. 

Unless constantly looked after, our Arab boat- 
men would halt half-a-dozen times, under some 
false pretext, at the villages on the way. Yester- 
day a bold effort was made to stay oiir progress, 
for the purpose of making purchases bf ghee for 
barter, the price being much lower here than in 
Cairo. The attempt being over-ruled, a second 
effort was made by the Rais, which, being for the 
purpose of refreshment and rest, was not deemed 
unreasonable. But instesad of sleeping, the wily 
H 3 
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people availed themselves of the temporsuy hadt, 
for the purpose of laying in a stock of wheat for 
household purposes. In consequence of the eager 
curiosity of the villagers in this vicinity, and 
their notoriouely bad character, it was deemed ad- 
visable to quit without unnecessary delay. Some 
one of the crew is usually awakened, when in 
dropping down the stream at night, the boat 
strikes upon a sand-bank ; not so last night, our 
little kanjah having moored itself safely without 
arousing from their slumbers either passengers or 
crew ; and on making the discovery at dawn of 
day, the Rais was coolly stealing ofT into the adja- 
cent village, where the Pasha's people were 
observed winnowing and storing grain, imder the 
auspices of the military. At this early hour of 
morning blankets in the boat, and cloaks on 
shore, proved to be acceptable. 

The head-lands, which appear to stand out in 
the middle of the river, with the long table-land 
projections at different distances jutting out into 
the clear blue water, have a very pretty effect. 
We passed close under Jubul Hereed, with its 
long horizontal strata, honey-combed with exca- 
vations. The face of the mountain is scarped, 
and rises to a perpendicular elevation of 500 or 
600 feet. For about two miles, caves of various 
si^es, and at different heights appear. Square 
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colossal entrances are cut through the limestone- 
roek ; and at a short distance from these, caverns 
of a smaller size, on parallel lines, or less for- 
mally ranged. These singular abodes teemed with 
inhabitants when Egypt was a flourishing king- 
dom ; now .that she is " the basest of nations," 
what evidence do these appearances present of 
utter desolation ! At some distance to the west- 
ward, near the base of the mountain, a town be- 
longing to the Pasha, is picturesquely situated. 
Whilst dropping down with the stream at night, 
our boat was '* brought to " at one of the poh'ce- 
stations on the river, and detained until the usual 
enquiries were satisfactorily answered. On it 
being known that an Englishman was on board, it 
was allowed to proceed forthwith. 

Two or three crocodiles showed themselves the 
other day, without attracting particular notice; 
last evening, a monster of extraordinary dimensions 
lay upon a sand-bank, with the upper portion of 
its huge body above water, exceeding in size con- 
siderably any creature of the kind ever witnessed 
by us in India. 

Siout, the modem capital of Upper Egypt, is a 
large and thriving place. We walked at sunrise 
to the city, over a causeway shaded by willows for 
about three quarters of a mile, some fine acacias, 
and flourishing gardens, with grape-vines trailing 
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luxuriantly over the walls, and wells, by the way. 
The white and coloured varieties of mulberry, just 
ripe, were refreshing and inviting. Small apricots 
of tolerable flavour, and a few green apples, were 
exposed in the bazaar for sale. It was a novelty 
to see a cloth manufactory here, worked by steam. 
An establishment for making indigo, dyeing, and 
many other branches of industry are carried on 
with activity at this place. The bazaars are clean, 
well kept, and being covered over, afford a refresh- 
ing retreat from the fervours of the sun, and yield 
ample supplies of every kind. Beans form an 
abundant article of food, and are exposed in the 
shops ready boiled. Selim Pasha, a son of Mu- 
hamed Ullee, is at present residing here. 

Our lethargic sailors having been regaled by a 
good portion of meat as a reward for exertion the 
previous day, and incentive to future activity, 
fairly yielded themselves to repose, and allowed 
the boat to glide smoothly upon the bank while 
they enjoyed their comfortable slumbers — no very 
great inducement to repeat the experim^it of 
feeding Arabs to repletion. 

The large town of Manfalout, with its excellent 
bazaar abounding in provisions, could not furnish 
us with the smallest portion of either wood or 
charcoal, after every endeavour to procure it! 
English broad-cloth and printed cottons are articles 
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of great trade here. The cool, shady bazaar, with 
ground well- sprinkled by the water-carriers, was 
most agreeable in the early part of the morning,, 
before the crowds assembled. Bakers, with their 
hot-cakes, and coffee-stall keepers, with their 
bright cans and pots, were very active ; one boy 
in particular was industriously employed in sup- 
plying the resident shopkeepers with coffee. 
Leaden bullets, cartridges, and shot appear to be 
staple articles here. A few troopers were seen in 
the streets, and the " trumpet call," announced 
the Pasha's cavalry to be quartered in the town. 

Another of the limestone promontories which 
jut out so boldly into the river, pierced with its 
ancient human habitations, occurred at Jubbul 
Abool-faduh ; and further on a series of larger and 
more uniform excavations, beneath which the Nile 
flows in immediate contact with the precipitous 
mountain. 

The establishment of Coptic Christians, perched 
upon a commanding eminence which overhangs 
the river, is an object of interest to travellers. 
One of the fraternity, according to established 
usage, having cast aside his garments, swam out 
to our boat in the stream, and apparently, quite 
as a matter of course, put in his claim to contri- 
butions from his co-religionists ! 

This proceeding, so nearly resembling the fakeers 
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of the Ganges, where, at Colgong, and J'hangera, 
the mendicants put off in a canoe from their 
rocky islands, materially diminished the value of 
their claim to our christian sympathy. The de- 
graded condition of this ancient people appeals 
forcibly to the heart and judgment of every right- 
minded person, and it cannot but be hoped, ere 
long, will attract such a degree of attention in 
influential quarters, as, in the providence of God, 
may lead to a revival of faith and practice in the 
Coptic churches. The above incident, in accord- 
ance with the practice of savage life among 
the South Sea Islanders, is sufficiently illustra- 
tive of the low state to which these descendants 
of primitive Egyptian Christians have Mien, in 
these modem times! The remains of a Roman 
wall are seen on the side of a mountain not far 
distant. 

May 7th. Our arrival at Benesoef was delayed 
by the clandestine departure of most of the boat- 
men on the way. Our avaricious Rais had, it 
seems, made only a contingent provision for navi- 
gating the boat down the Nile, although he had 
secured double pay for the voyage. A couple of 
oarsmen were allowed to work their way as far as 
the point at which they wished to disembark — 
another stole away, but doubtless by connivance 
of the owner of the boat, in order to save a iew 
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day*9 wages. Our crew consisted therefore of the 
Rais, his wife, and a single boatman. A large 
cloth manufactory, and extensive barracks, form 
conspicuous objects at this place. 

The False Pyramid which rises first to view in 
this vicinity is so named, from its apparent mag- 
nitude, standing as it does on elevated ground. 
This is always an object of interest to the traveller. 
Up to this period an experiment had been made 
by our Arab male and female boat people, upon 
our patience ; and so pertinacious were their de- 
mands upon our temper and forbearance, that a 
full understanding on the subject could no longer 
be delayed. 

We found on quitting Ghennah, that the ser- 
vants who had accompanied us across the Desert, 
could not be prevailed upon to proceed with us to 
Lower Eg3rpt — ^the relentless military conscription 
of Mahomed Ullee, making it almost impossible 
for any able youth to escape on reaching " Misr." 
Unless a guarantee were given, our best man 
could not encounter the risk ; and the other, whose 
demands were most exorbitant, was almost useless 
to us. The questionable expedient was therefore 
adopted of descending the Nile without a personal 
attendant. The Arab woman having undertaken, 
for a consideration, to perform the ordinary culi- 
nary offices, little apprehension was entertained 
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that, with a reserved store of provisions, and pre- 
serves, and the ordinary supplies procurable at 
the villages on the river, we should be in danger 
of starvation. But such was the perverse inge- 
nuity of these cunning and rapacious Arabs, that 
this idea was far too sanguine. Rather than 
yield to the overbearing insolence of these people, 
by allowing the boat to be detained at the plea- 
sure of the Rais, on every occasion of putting into 
a village for fresh supplies, we resolved to dispense 
with many comforts. Nothing less than inflexible 
firmness, and the steady exercise of authority, 
availed with them, than whom perhaps a ruder, 
more coarse, and shamelessly extortionate pair 
could be with difficulty found. As a matter of 
indispensable self-defence, it became necessary, by 
constant vigilance, to counteract frequently recur- 
ring instances of cunning, force, and fraud. The 
exhaustion of supplies was converted by them 
into a theme for merriment, and seemed a legiti- 
mate subject for boisterous ridicule! The want 
of fuel imparted manifest delight, especially as 
they enjoyed the consciousness of having expended 
the greater portion of it in preparing their own 
food. An old footstool and disabled chair, which 
bad survived the ravages of the Desert, evinced 
that our resources in this department were not 
quite exhausted ; and when all visible means of 
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support failed, a canister of ox-tail soup, to their 
no small 'astonishment, di£Pused its savory odour 
on their senses. Notwithstanding the persecution 
which had been carried on against us, both the 
Rais and his scolding wife partook of the repast, 
and recorded their testimony in its favour. It 
was curious to watch their countenances after a 
transient triumph, arising from the belief that we 
were driven to the l(ist extremity, and mark their 
astonishment at the discovery of still other re- 
sources, the emergency calling forth some latent 
store. After much loud talking, a menacing 
attitude, and most violent gesticulations^ the Rais 
was apprised that a reckoning time would come, 
and he would be made to appear before the British 
Consul on reaching Cairo. These characteristic 
features of a degraded and cruelly oppressed class, 
were exceedingly trying to us under existing cir- 
cumstances, and it is to be feared, on some occa- 
sions, called forth feelings which ought certainly 
to have been suppressed. 

9th. As we glided down the Nile, two more 
P3nramids came into view, and next, the great 
pyramid of Gheezah ; then Cairo rose in the dis^ 
tance, at the extremity of the noble reach ten or 
twelve miles off, and at the close of day our boat 
was secured upon a bank in the vicinity of Old 
Cairo. 
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CAIRO, 

AND THE PYRAMIDS. 



l€th May. At dawn of day, heavy clouds hung 
about, and a lowering sky indicated a state of the 
atmosphere not usual in Egypt. In a few minute? 
these appearances were followed by a brief shower 
of rain, sufficiently abundant to make shelter 
necessary. On arriving at the aqueduct which 
supplies the citadel with water from the Nile, a 
donkey was put in requisition for the purpose of 
visiting the city, to make the necessary arrange- 
ments for our accommodation. After cantering 
among ruins, over waste lands, and through olive- 
grounds; and threading a multitude of narrow 
winding lanes and crowded streets, " Hill's Hotel," 
the place of rendezvous, was reached. 

On being provided with a stout Jerusalem poney 
suitably equipped for a lady, the ground was 
speedily retraced, and. no time lost in making a 
final escape from the boat, which for some days 
past had been attended with so much discomfort. 
Camels had been sent down to the landing-place 
at Boulac to remove our trunks, and in a few hours 
a comfortable breakfast and an entire change of 
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objects, aided in ranoying from our thoughts the 
priYatioDs and annoyances of the Kanja and its 
Arab Rais. 

Few persons pass through this city without a 
yisat to the Slave Market. The large square, 
with its seYend compartments under the piazzas, 
is too well known. Little groups of children, 
chiefly females, with a few boys and women, were 
seated in the covered entrances to their cells, and 
if not actually miserable, were obviously unhappy. 
Could these poor captives be otherwise than dis- 
consolate? "Whilst pausing for a few seconds 
before two or three of them, perhaps with some- 
thing like compassion indicated in the expression 
of countenance, one of the slaves was instructed to 
petition for a present, but knowing that the old 
slave-dealer would in a moment seize whatever 
gratuity might be offered, of course it was with- 
held. Such a scene could not be contemplated 
vdthout an expression of disapprobation, and this 
the hardened old Arab chose to consider as p. de- 
preciation of the quality of his wretched captives ! 
"good — very good," being his response. Care 
was taken that no misapprehension should be 
allowed to remain on a question of such painful 
interest. He remained silent during the little 
explanation, and seemed not unwilling to be left 
alone in this mart of human flesh and blood. In 
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the Street adjacent, bundles of tongh whips brouglit 
from Nubia and Sennar, with the unhappy slaves, 
are exposed for sale. These well-known scourges 
are cut out of rhinoceros and hippopotamus hides 
in different parts of Africa, and are used as instru- 
ments of torture by the heartless traffickers in this 
inhuman trade. 

1 1th. At dawn of day our party started for the 
Pyramids, mounted on fine powerful donkeys, 
each attended after the Egyptian custom, with its 
driver. A due supply of coffee, cold fowl, &c. 
was forwarded from the hotel, to meet certain 
demands which might be made, after the labours 
of the morning. Through the carelessness of 
the donkey-boy, the only lady of the party 
met with an adventure, soon after quitting the 
streets of Cairo. Happily no further inconvenience 
was sustained from the turning of the saddle than 
the shaking occasioned by a fall, at full canter, on 
the sand. A ride of about ten miles conducts to 
the Nile, and beyond it, five or six more over the 
plain, to the low limestone ridge at the edge of the 
Desert, on which the pyramids are built. Two 
large, and two or three of smaller size, stand in 
the same group, and derive their name from the 
neighbouring village of Gheezah. 

On our approach to the grand pyramid, num- 
bers of sturdy Arabs thrust themselves upon our 
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notice, as conductors, from whom no little difficulty 
arose in selecting a couple for each individual, to 
assist in the ascent. So great was the clamour 
and importunity of these wild Arabs for employ- 
ment, that physical force was necessary to drive 
them back. It is certainly not without reason 
that assistance is recommended to persons unac- 
customed to ascend an elevation approaching to 
500 feet, by steps three feet in height. Although 
to appearance an inclined plane, each stone of the 
huge fabric is to be surmounted by a perpendicu- 
lar ascent, in accomplishing which, in regular 
succession from base to summit, a hand from both 
conductors proves most acceptable. The wind 
was so high as to increase the ordinary difficulty 
of getting to the top, but this once reached, 
affi>rded a lovely prospect towards the Nile, in the 
direction of which the landscape presented a 
beautifully varied cultivation. The wheat and 
barley was ready for the sickle. Indian com, 
lupines, and other crops, were spread out in 
patches of every shade of green, without a tree or 
tlhrub to intercept the view. The dreary expanse 
of the Libyan desert on one side, and the exube- 
rant fertility on the other, present a striking con- 
trast, but combine to form an interesting whole, 
from the rude terrace on the summit of the pyra- 
mid. On our descent, the shaft leading to the 
i3 
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mysterious centre was entered, but having gratified 
our curiosity at Thebes in the tombs of the kings, 
no disposition was felt to penetrate far into the 
interior of this gloomy gallery. The sphynx at 
the base, adjacent excavations,, sarcophagi, &c., 
lying near, were examined with much interest, 
and specimens of the limestone abounding with 
nummulites, used in these wonderful elevations, 
were brought away. 

On our return through the desolate village of 
Gheezah, the celebrated ovens in which chickens 
are hatched by artificial heat, were visited. To 
describe these, after all that has been written 
about them, is unnecessary. 

A little rest and refreshment at the hotel on 
our return to Cairo, prepared us for an expedition 
to the Pasha's villa and gardens at Shoobrah, 
about five miles distant on the opposite side of 
the city. A janissary from the consulate accompa- 
nied us to this enchanting spot, which, to be duly 
appreciated, should be seen immediately after a 
visit to the sterile sands to the westward of the 
Nile. These gardens and shnibberies are orna- 
mented with English plants and flowers, cultivated 
with great care, according to the highest style of 
Egyptian horticulture. The rapid transition from 
the burning desert to the refreshing coolness of 
this elegant retreat, redolent with fragrance, and 
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adorned with a profusion of elegant and graceful 
flowers, indigenous and exotic, afforded us a large 
measure of enjoyment. 

On the following morning, divine service was 
conducted at the chapel on the mission premises, 
by the senior missionary, after which an opportu- 
nity was afforded of interviews with other mem- 
bers of the family, one of whom has recently 
returned from Abyssinia, and was on the point of 
proceeding to India, vik the Red Sea. 

It is a source of gratification to know that 
results of greatest importance to the Coptic Chris- 
tians and others, may be expected from the learn- 
ing, piety, and judgment of the Rev. Mr. Lieder 
and his colleagues. Their position is one of peculiar 
delicacy, but these good men, gifted with that 
"wisdom which cometh from above," are emi- 
nently qualified to awaken the dormant energies 
of this slumbering primitive church, and excite in 
the minds of the people a desire to understand and 
feel the value of the doctrines which they teach. 
The obliging kindness of the American Consul 
and his family, must always be remembered by us 
with pleasure. In addition to the courtesies 
accorded by Mr. G., much useful aid was received 
from Mr. G. jun., relative to the passage down the 
Nile to Atfeh. Our boat was very far superior 
to that from which we had recently escaped, with 
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its cumbrous rigging and unmanageable crew. 
The British Consul duly exhorted our refractory 
Rais, previous to our departure from Cairo, and 
amerced him in a £ne, which was transferred to a 
box set apart for contributions to the poor. The 
falsehoods uttered by this man can scarcely be 
imagined^ — he actually denied all knowledge of 
the chastisement inflicted upon him by the Arab 
agent at Ghennah, until the whole affair was 
placed vividly before him ! 

A fine young giraffe, recently captured, is 
confined within an enclosure on the premises of 
our friend Mr. G., previous to its embarkation for 
America. 

On reaching Atfeh our boat was exchanged for 
one of smaller dimensions, into which we removed 
our trunks, and finally quitted the Nile for the 
Mahmoudieh canal, down which we proceeded 
towards Alexandria. Several factories are esta- 
blished at different distances on its banks ; and 
towards its western termination, through Lake 
Mareotis, there is an embankment of strong ma- 
sonry. The Pasha's troops, thousands in number, 
were busily employed at their washing-tubs, near 
the water's edge, as we approached the city. Tlie 
salutary practice of personal ablution is enjoined, 
it is understood, by regulations, every four or five 
days. This is certainly one of the redeeming 
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points in the character of Mahomed UUee^ whoae 
fearful absolutism over life and property casts a 
withering blight over one of the most fertile 
regions of the globe. 

15th. At Hill's hotel, pleasantly situated in a 
grove of dates, at a convenient distance from the 
city, we obtained comfortable accommodations. 
It is due to the parties engaged in superintending 
this establishment, to state that the greatest atten- 
tion is paid to the convenience of travellers. 
Those only can appreciate, to the fiill extent, the 
comfort of clean and airy sleeping apartments, and 
obliging attentions of an English female, who 
understands what is implied by the monosyllable 
*'home," — who have been long estranged from 
luxuries of this description. To Mrs. C, accus- 
tomed to the rough scenes and usages of camels, 
kanjahs, and the rudest shelter, for many months, 
the transition amounted to positive enjoyment. 

During a temporary sojourn here, excursions 
are frequently made to places of interest in the 
vicinity ; the noble donkeys of this country always 
affording a pleasant and expeditious mode of con- 
veyance. Pompey's Pillar never fails to interest 
the observer ; but Cleopatra's Needle, apart from 
historical associations, does not repay the trouble 
of a visit, to any one who has witnessed the noble 
granite shaft rising in solitary grandeur, before 
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the temple of Luxor ; or the beautifully polished 
obelisk, which stands amidst the colossal ruins of 
Kamac. 

Some of the gardens belonging to the Pasha 
and his Beys, are worthy of a passing notice. 
The ruins of Csesar's Gamp, and the battle field 
where Abercrombie fell ; the Pharos, and nume- 
rous fragments of ancient Alexandria, dug up in 
the excavations, now everywhere in progress near 
the city, consisting of portions of architecture of 
various dates and orders, are among the objects 
which demand attention. Many of the modem 
houses are embellished with antique fragments; 
and sometimes chaste Corinthian capitals, and 
elegant vases, are met with; but generally, the 
specimens which abound belong to the period m 
which the fine arts had declined. 

The fleet of eight or ten three-deckers, and an 
elegant corvette, lying in the harbour, present a 
noble appearance. The ninety-eight-gun ships, 
and a beautiful little frigate just fitted out for the 
flag of one of the Pasha's sons, excites astonish- 
ment at the activity and taste displayed in this 
department. The arsenal which overlooks the 
harbour, with its ample supply of naval stores 
and numerous artizans, cannot be viewed without 
amazement. But a little consideration dispels the 
illusion. The resources of Egypt have been con- 
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centrated upon this spot, to suit the policy of the 
hour. European naval architects, and mechaniflts 
have heen employed to create a naval force, 
which will fall to pieces in exercising their ovm 
guns, or splintered to atoms if ever exposed to 
the reastless fire of a British man-of-war. Their 
only value appears to consist in presenting an im- 
posing exterior to the Turkish fleet 

The Pasha was an ohject of particular interest 
to a party of young American gentlemen who left 
our hotel in the morning in the hope of seeing 
his highness in divan. He had however retired, 
on our arrival at the palace, but curiosity was 
gratified by seeing him in another apartment. 
Opinions vary much in the estimation of this 
ruler's character, and perhaps the eccentric English 
nobleman who eulogized the "regenerator of 
Egypt" for having aboluked the slave trade in 
his dominions, would have paused ere he bestowed 
this ill deserved praise, had his lordship 8een the 
two or three boat loads of poor slaves, which 
came under our observation, in progress down the 
Nile from Assouan ! The real merit of Mahomed 
Ullee as a statesman and a man, is best appreci- 
ated by those disinterested observers who dispas- 
sionately watch his policy, and trace its degrading 
and demoralizing influence on the unhappy popu- 
lation subjected to his despotic sway. 
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By the non-arrival of the Indian mails, a week 
in Alexandria was afforded us, previous to the 
departure of the English steamer. During this 
period, ample opportunity was afforded of becom- 
ing acquainted with the localities of the city and 
its environs. An introduction to the family of 
Mr. T. restored to us the privilege of valued social 
intercourse, from which we had been long debarred. 
In this excellent family we had the gratification 
of meeting Dr. and Miss T., recently returned 
from a visit to Upper Egypt, Mount Sinai, and 
Jerusalem, whither the learned divine had been in 
search of Coptic MSS., with a view to the com- 
pletion of improved editions of the Holy Scrip- 
tures in the ancient Egyptian language. An 
unusually large congregation assembled in the 
small protestant chapel, on Sunday, when an 
impressive sermon was preached from Luke, the 
15th chapter and 10th verse. The important 
researches of this gentleman are, with the divine 
blessing, calculated to have a powerful bearing on 
the depressed communities of nominal Christians 
in this land of moral darkness and oppression. 

We had the pleasrure of proceeding to Malta, in 
H. M. Steam Packet, Megaera, Commander Gold- 
smith, with a pleasant party consisting of tourists 
in Syria, families from India, and a distinguished 
British artist, whose pencil has been most sue- 
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oessfully employed in delineating the unrivalled 
remains of architectnral grandeur in Thebes^ Petra, 
and scenes of deepest interest in the Holy Land. 
The accurate and admirable drawings of Mr. 
Boberts convey the most perfect idea of the anti- 
quities of Upper Egypt, that can be imagined, 
and must gratify every one interested in this 
department of the arts. 

To the esteemed Commander, the obligations of 
our large and pleasant party are particularly due, 
for much frank gentlemanly attention during our 
agreeable passage on board one of the best regu- 
lated and comfortable man-of-war steamers in the 
Mediterranean. 

At the conclusion of this notice of a voyage, 
and land trip, so faU of incident and peril, it were 
alike sinful and ungrateful not to acknowledge 
with heartfelt thankfulness, the numerous in- 
stances of providential care and kindness so gra- 
ciously extended towards us by our Almighty 
Protector and Preserver. 
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the magic of her pen ! We would place her Tolumes in an ex- 
quisite small library, sacred to Sabbath feelings and the heart's 
best moods, when love and charity and hope combine to throw 
oyer the mind that soft and tranquil glow only to be compared to 
the later glories of the day."— Spbctator. 
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WORKS PUBLISHED BT SMITH, ELDER, AND CO. 



ImABT of the PIUkNTAOBHETS: 

Au Historical NairatiTe, illastratiBg M»ne of the Public Eyento 

and Domestic and Ecclesiastical Ma]io«n of the Fifteenth 

and Sixteenth Centuries. 

Thisd SditioB, in 1 vol. ftcp. Sro. price 7s. 6d. <4ath boards. 

« This is a work that must make its way into a place in our litera- 
ture. The quaintness of its language, the touching simplicity of its 
descriptions and dialogues, and the reverential spirit of love which 
breathes through it, will insure it a welcome reception amongst all 
readers of refined tasle and dif cernme&t.'^«-A«'i^A0. 



THE RECTORV OF VAIiEHEAD. 

By the Rer. R. W. EVANS, M.A. 

Tenth Edition, enlarged, with an illustrative Plate, price 6s. neatly 
bound in cloth ; or 0s. elegantly bound in morocco. 

" Unitrersally and cordially do we recoomiend this^ delightful 
Tolume. Impressed with the genuine spirit of Chnstianicy ; a 
diary, as it were, of the feelings, hopes, and sorrows of a family , it 
comes home to all, either in sympathy or example. It is a beautiful 
picture of a religious household, influencing to excellence all 
within its sphere. We believe no perspn could read this work 
and not be the better for its pious and touching lessons. It is a 
page taken from the book of life, and eloquent with all the 
instruction of an excellent pattern : it is a commentary on the 
affectionate warning, ' Remember thy Creator in the days ot thy 
youth.' We have not for some time seen a work we could so -de* 
servedly praise, or so conscientioady recoBmrend." — ^Lit. Gas. 
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